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Redefining the
Canadian Cottage

Architect Maxime Frappier designs a modern take
on the traditional rustic Quebec lake house

His wife, Marie-Andrée Lahaie,

By NaNcY KEATES
45, a psychologist, pointed out the

ONE OF MAXIME FRAPPIER’S
early designs for his dream vaca-
tion house in Saint-Donat, a small
town 85 miles north of Montreal,
was completely
round, like a
hockey puck. A
model shows it spi-

raling in a circle, changed strate-

looking somewhat & acres gies.”

like an Apple store 4,000 sq. ft. The finished

version of a white 4 bed, 3 bath house is still de-

spaceship. cidedly modern—
“It was the best almost transparent

house I’'ve ever drawn,” says Mr.
Frappier, 45, a principal in Mon-
treal-based architectural firm
ACDF.

Quebec
Modern
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in a series of boxes and a rectan-
gular central courtyard.

Located on a 6-acre lot he
bought for about $233,000, it has
4,000 square feet on its two lev-
els, four bedrooms, three bath-
rooms and cost about $681,000 to
construct. It was finished in 2021.

The focal point is an apple tree,
planted in a courtyard and visible
on all sides through glass walls.
The tree is a nod to the apple or-
chard where he spent summers as
a child, creating houses out of
empty apple crates in the center
courtyard with his siblings. Even-
tually, the apple tree will grow
through the opening above and
shade the house.

The main living area of the
house, with the kitchen and living
room, is transparent and made of
glass. Sitting in the media room,
looking at it across the courtyard,
gives the impression of watching
a play. Mr. Frappier intentionally
made it so that someone walking
out from the more private bed-
room boxes of the house can see
from afar what’s happening in the
kitchen, allowing what he
calls a gradual transi-
tion from being alone
to being together.

The color
scheme is black
and white, with
black counters,
cabinets and door
frames set against
the stained white
pine on the ceilings.
The floors are gray con-
crete and the cedar on the exte-
rior is stained black.

Despite its lack of curves, Mr.
Frappier says he is happy with the
final design. “Limitations catalyze
new ideas,” he says.

Finding a balance between cre-
ativity and practicality, or, as Mr.
Frappier puts it, “European flam-
boyance and North American
pragmatism,” is what dominates
his growing body of work. ACDF
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“If I had done what I wanted at
the beginning I’'m not sure I
would have liked it as much,” she

says.

Another, more extreme, exam-
ple of injecting individuality, de-
spite a limited budget, is a house
Mr. Frappier designed for Olivier
Cuilleret, 47, a headhunter, and
Denise Bernachez, 45, a sales ex-
ecutive, on the shores of Lake
QOuareau near Saint-Donat.

To keep the cost at around
$428,000 for the four-bedroom,
2,800-square-foot house, Mr.
Frappier kept most of the win-
dows and doors at a standard size
and made the structure simple
enough that any local contractor

S914,000

fand and construction

Lake
Archambault

" Saint-Donat

QUEBEC

impracticalities. It would be diffi-
cult to put furniture in a house
with curved concrete walls, The

cost to build it would be too high,

she said.

Frappier “So I

with glass walls, a flat roof and a

minimalist aesthetic. But he

squared off the curves, resulting
Please turntopage M9

has won many presti-
gious awards for its
portfolio of hotels,
office and residen-
tial buildings and
arts centers
across North
America and Asia.
Though his ulti-
mate goal is to design
an iconic building some-
where like New York or Chi-
cago, a no-holds-barred commis-
sion, Mr. Frappier says he knows
that the real achievement is to
come up with ideas and fresh in-
sights for every project he does.
The challenge is to infuse imagi-
nation and emotion in a manner
that meets the demands of the
site, budget and clients needs, he
says.
This duality of creativity and

could easily build it.

What makes it stand wut is its
ceiling: Mr. Frappier used white
pine, shaping it in a curve like the
hull of a wooden boat and lewer-
ing it to 8 feet as it apprvached
the glass doors to maintain a
more affordable, standard height,
then letting it soar back up to 12
feet at the center of the room.
“It’s only one gesture but it makes
a huge difference,” says Mr. Frap-
pier.

Mr. Frappier’s most well-known
hwuse is a 1,400-square-fewt addi-

tivn, which cost about $311,000 to
build, at a vacation home along

Lake Ouareau. Called Chalet La
petite soeur, or “little sister,” it
was built in 2018 for Benoit

“It was not well
received,” says Mr.

®

Mr. Frappier’s
original design
for his home
was circular,
but after
pushback from
his wife, he
created this
modern,
rectangular
home with a
courtyard. -

constraint is il-
lustrated in a
series of sin-
gle-family
homes he has
designed in the
lake- and
mountain-filled
region of
northern Que-
bec. His clients
say that even
though they
were aware of Mr. Frappier’s mod-
ern aesthetic, they were still sur-
prised—one used the word
“shocked”—Dby the first designs he
presented to them.

“What he came up with was
not at all what I asked for,” says
Stephanie Daignault, 49, who
hired Mr. Frappier to design a
new 10,000-square-foot vacation

BREa b

The apple tree in the courtyard is the home's focal point

g

cottage for her family of four, es-
timated to cost around $5.44 mil-
lion, currently under construction
along the shores of Lake Archam-
bault in Saint-Donat.

Ms. Daignault requested a tra-
ditional, Western-style house with
a sloped roof. What she is getting
is a “modern reinterpretation,”
says Mr. Frappier, with enormous

Other homes designed by Mr. Frappier are Chalet La petite sweur, ébove, a
home on the shores of Lake Ouareau, left, and a 19,UWW-fust cuttage, now
under construction, on Lake Archambault, beluw.

Dubord, 48, a lawyer and entre-
preneur, who had recently remar-
ried and wanted a house that
would look both to the past and
the future for his blended family.

To blend the old and the new,
Mr. Frappier designed the addi-

tion as an exaggerated, modern
version of the traditional, rustic
Canadian log cottage that was al-

ready there. It mimics the witched
roof, but is pointier and clad in
sheet metal; it also has wowd sid-
ing, but it is painted all white.
The addition has pelished cen-

crete floors and flvwr-tu-ceiling
glass in the back, looking out to

the lake. A glass bridge with wood
floors and ceilings connects the
old to the new.

JASON LEE (MAP)

DOMINIQUE LAFOND FOR THE WALL STREET JOURNAL(4);

glass windows and a massive flat
roof, part of which cantilevers
over the back patio.

Still, Ms. Daignault says she
loves it because it represents the
fundamentals of her request, with
the warmth she was seeking with
lots of wood and stone, but at a
“higher level.”
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Such individuality can also
mean a house can be tricky to
sell, which Mr. Bubord is trying to
do at the mvment. He recently
listed the house for $1.56 million.
“You need someone who appreci-
ates the contrasts,” says Mr.
buberd.

As Mr. Frappier found, even
selling individuality te S own
wife was tricky. But he hasn’t
given up on his dream hockey
puck-like hwuse. He’s just waiting
for the awprepriate time and
place, he says.

He estimates it weuld have cost
abeut $389,000 more to build be-
cause everything would have had
to be curved, including the win-
dows, concrete feundation walls,
exterior cladding, flat roof and
gypsum wall. .

Across the street in Samnt-Do-
nat, his wife’s parents livé 1n a
cozy traditional cottage- On a re-
cent June morning, his mother-in-
law, Lyse Lahaie, 72, a retired
teacher, joked that she has an idea
of when that appropriat€ time and

place might occur-
“One day, I'm sure, when we

are gone, Maxime will tear this
down and make a modern house,”
she says.



