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Baby Point Residence is a renovation/addition project in Toronto's Baby Point neighbourhood, consisting of
structural renewal, re-organization, opening up of the existing layout, and the addition of a kitchen and master
bedroom suite.

The Baby Point district is currently under study as a heritage conservation district in Toronto. Occupation of
this area dates to 6,000 BCE, and it is believed that the area was permanently settled in the year 1673 as
the village of Teiaiagon, which translates to ‘it crosses the stream’. By the early 1820s, prominent French-
Canadian merchant James Baby had bought 1500 acres of the land for his estate. It was known to have apple
orchards and salmon swimming along the Humber river. Baby’'s heirs continued to occupy the land until the
government acquired it for military purposes in 1910.

The Government had changed its plans to develop it into army barracks, and instead sold the land to developer
Robert Home Smith. His garden suburb was developed in 1912 and was marketed as “a bit of England far from
England”. This period was marked by a fascination with Medieval Revival, and the Arts and Crafts movement, so
many of the initial homes built in the neighbourhood were in the English Cottage or Tudor Revival style. Home
Smith had strict rules about the standards of the neighbourhood, where the plans of every new home needed to
be approved by his architects. His development ensured the natural topography of the land was maintained to
create picturesque settings for each home. Also, with each house sold, the purchaser had to sign an agreement
that the integrity of the designs would remain intact for 30 years.

Now 100years passed, the purchaser agreements have been lifted and the heritage status of the neighbourhood
is still under study. The clients for Baby Point Residence had interest in the Arts and Crafts movement, and
preserving neighbourhood character, so the architects worked to understand the underlying principles of
the movement. Beyond Medieval motifs, ornamentation, and a nostalgia for handcraftsmanship, they also
interpreted the Arts and Crafts movement spatially. They understood it to be about creation of immersive and
enveloping spaces through rich, warm materials and tones and the overall sense of weight; also, organization
of an open floor plan into intimate sub-spaces each organized around a specific activity and articulated through
furniture built into a thickened wall.

Most of the house’s original exterior of stucco and stones from the Humber river has been kept intact. The
architects focused on opening views to the back ravine by cutting a large double height slice in the west side of
the home, adding an additional peak to the back facade. The interior of the house was originally subdivided into
small rooms, and with slicing through the home they opened all floors, letting light flood through the space.
The main floor is now centered around a built-in storage piece, which acts as a heavy mass in an open plan. On
the kitchen side it provides pantry, fridge and a coffee bar; and a bar nook on the dining side. All the windows
are thickened and clad in wood to create opportunities for comfy seating, and different programmatic zones are
created in the floor plan through a thickening of the bulkheads.

Custom furniture in the house was built by local Toronto designer Heidi Earnshaw. Since her practice focuses
on re-imagining historical types of craftsmanship in a contemporary context, furniture such as the breakfast
banquette helped to create the warmth and the attention to detail reminiscent of the Arts and Crafts aesthetic.
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Toronto-based design and development company baukultur/ca recently completed the construction of two
new build contemporary, highly sustainable homes. Strictly modern in its design, the building complements
the existing neighbourhood, yet provides two-family homes on an infill lot and footprint which would be
conventionally occupied by a sole single-family house.

The building, with two 4-level residences, is heading the way amongst the few but increasing number of houses
in Toronto designed to minimize the carbon footprint. Its specific use of materials and finishes reduces future
maintenance, as well as supports future residences’ well-being.

Two Homes Intertwined

With 25 feet in width available, it was necessary to create an innovative concept to realise the two ground-
bound family homes on one shared infill lot. The solution provided by baukultur/ca arranges the two 3-storey
homes intertwined, one behind the other, without losing breadth of space, a loss that is typical of conventional
semi-detached design.

The two homes interlock each other, yet the pair remain present and accessible through both the sunny front
yard from the street as well as to the back where one would find a private backyard and garaged parking space.
The homes share a meandering common wall which zones spaces within each home. Although the concept
of arranging two homes behind each other on one lot does not seem radically new, it is new to Toronto and
created hurdles in the permit process which necessitated working together with city officials in order to be
granted permission to build.

Built off-site and assembled on-site in only 5 days

Even though it did not provide the most economical solution, baukultur/ca decided without hesitation to pursue
the plan to prefabricate the wall- and ceiling-panels off-site. The benefits of off-site construction, such as, the
reduced impact on the neighbourhood’s residents, a shortened construction period, the exceptionally efficient
use of resources and waste reduction, and a superior quality build where the structural system would never be
exposed to the elements, were crucial in choosing to implement this progressive method.

The prefabrication of the wall and ceiling panels began while awaiting the finalization of the building permit
to be finalized and was completed simultaneously with the on-site construction of the concrete basement.
The prefabricated panels were then assembled on-site, and within 5 days the building was completely
sheltered from the elements. Not only was the structural framing in place, when the panels were delivered
and assembled on the property, but so were all windows, 6" of exterior insulation, the metal siding, and a
temporary waterproofing membrane for the roofs. The building was erected and weatherproof in under a week
of on-site construction.

80% Reduction in Green House Gas Emission Expansive efforts were taken to create a highly energy-efficient
building. The result is two homes which will emit 80% fewer greenhouse gases and use 60% less energy than
if the homes were constructed simply to building code standards. To achieve this, the homes incorporate a
multitude of energy-efficient features, the most important of which are the heavily insulated walls and roofs
equipped with a thick layer of continuous exterior insulation, well-insulated triple-pane windows providing lots
of natural daylight, heat reflective roofs, a highly effective heating, cooling and energy recovery system, LED
lighting with smart control, not to mention an airtight building envelope.

The homes will be the first in Toronto, and only the third in Ontario, to be certified with the Platinum Plaques
by Built Green Canada, a 3rd party certifier that focuses on much more than mere energy efficiency but rather
looks at the buildings from a holistic standpoint: The House as a System - which encompasses the preservation
of natural resources, reduction of pollution, ventilation and air quality, and the enhancement of home durability.
baukultur/ca has created two-family homes which harmonize with the neighbouring context. Their bright
appearance, with large windows and details from thermally modified wood, respectfully explores the existing
building structures, shapes and materials in the surrounding area, yet the design finds ways to reinvent the
existing with its own aesthetics to create a common language and understanding while developing a new
sculptural presence for the homes.

The walls are cladded in precise, white and dark grey composite panels whereas the sidewalls and sloping roofs
are covered in metal shingles providing rhythm to the otherwise closed surfaces. The choice of interior finishes
is bright and clean. The predominant colour is white. White walls and ceilings, white oak floors and white trim,
with the occasional accents of the same materials used on the exterior and black or wooden detailing, enhance
the sophisticated modern look and create a bridge between the interior and exterior.
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Chevallier Architecte




Architects Chevallier Architectes_Renaud Chevallier Location Chamonix Mont-Blanc France Program House-
chalets Photograph Solene Renault
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The project began with the discovery of this exceptional land by the architect who proposed it to the client.
The latter, seduced, envisages the construction of three chalets, which will be reduced to two constructions to
conform to the agreements made with the municipality.

The client, who has already carried out other projects with the agency, wanted a contemporary, unprecedented,
and striking proposal. He asked for a strong and pure signature of the Agency’s architectural style. And thus,
the kiosks on the roofs, these open volumes tore from the agreed space, are born and gives the master-
bedroom a spectacular view on the chain of Mt Blanc, a luminous escape.

The whole was devised taking particular care in framing the view, to isolate themselves from the road while
ensuring easy access and good relations with the neighborhood.

The property boundaries brought its share of technical challenges with the difficulties inherent to the holding
of the land during the first phases of the work. In addition, the connections between the kiosks and the roof
required expertise and ingenuity to guarantee water tightness and good insulation. “Belles Echappées”
includes wellness areas, such as a sauna, a hammam, spas, all powered by geothermal energy to reduce
energy consumption.

The chalets were built on the basis of a concrete frame, dressed in wood and metal, allowing to integrate the
responses to seismic constraints. This blend of materials enhances the design of this project with its high-end

finishes.
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Architects Reiulf Ramstad Architects Location Rosheim,
France Size - value 11 km-4M€ Commission type Invited
competiion Status Completed 2019 Client Communauté
de Communes des Portes de Rosheim Photo Florent
Michel 11n45
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Gates of Happiness

Chemin des Carrieres, the Quarries’  Track, is a lace undulating in the landscape, an invitation to travel as our ambition
behind the reconquest of the Rosheim—St Nabor railway in Alsace, France. Ominous, sometimes hidden, the vestiges
of the raiway stil mark the reading of the site, The desire to create a route o serve the quarries had to adapt to the
undulating landscapes of the sub—Vosges hills and the very form of the tracing tells the history of the landscape and
the men. The journey to discover forgotten landscapes or 1o take a different view on everyday landscapes is addressed
to both local users and tourists, Like the old track that offered a dual function (industrial and passenger transport), the
route has a double vocation where the functional must rub shoulders with the imaginary of travel, Along the 11km path
goes a story, which the stops split into five chapters of different sequences of landscapes offering varied universes and
highlighting remarkable sites. Unusual elements punctuate the way, aiming at awakening the vistor s senses, and water
is encountered repeatedly.

Rosheim tells the story of the past. Realized by intertwined circles in Corten steel, the pavilion has a labyrinthine character
and play with irregular concave and convex interior, which the visitors are free to roam. The train tracks are conserved in
that area, benches are built, and openings are created to open or close the sculpture to chosen views of the surrounding
landscape allowing for viewing, seating — reflexion and contemplation.

Boersch tells the story of water, The river, which historically allowed connection to the world and tells about the true
Cleanliness of a place. It is a dynamic element in the landscape, running to the ocean. We enlarge the riverbed and build
a large open space amphitheater o access the water.

Saint=Nabor tells the story of luck. Closed for years and ongoing a 'renaturalisation’ process, the quarries symbolize the
reconquest of the vegetation on a former industrial ste. On one of the highest platform created by the machine, will the
traveler discover the most spectacular work: a promontory in corten steel offering a wide view on the valley of Rosheim
and the plain of Alsace. From this viewpoint inspired by a four—leaf clover, the visitor will feel lucky to enjoy the view of
such a beautiiul territory.

(Chemin des Carriéres)
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Competition Sketches

Boersch

St. Nabor _Competition Sketches

Leonardosau _Competition Sketches
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Leonardosau Elevation & Detail

Boersch Plan
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Ottrott Plan

Rosheim Plan
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St. Nabor Elevation
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