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5 PARKING Chevalier Morales  OC|Ef 0544

3 GARDEN(JARDIN DES VOLTIGEURS)

© Adrien Wiliams

]

—

S IRDIQ NN YN e . )
XATNED OCOOGHNG o205 o A OO

i ‘n!"“
THI ﬁh'

0% 20m @ SITE PLAN




144 : Monthly Issue

1 MUNICIPAL OFFICES 3 COURTYARD

2 NEW BOOKS, NEWSPAPERS AREA 4 HALL, CAFE

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

: Drummondville Public Library

5 MULTIFUNCTIONAL HALL

6 DOCUMENTARIES

7 N |
U 0

| ML

/
/
2

|‘g,

D077/ 7777

— e i k‘ A
777777777777
|

|

.
—

H%\ﬂ\

1 1
L XL X

= =

SECTION

The Drummondville Public Library transposes the historical, cultural
and poetic essence of the region into a studied urban and architectural
composition, which became a new dynamic civic space in the heart of
the city center.

Historically, the city developed its industrial economy through a series
of hydroelectric dams on the St-Frangois River. In a vast double height
space in the building’s heart, a sculptural turbine-staircase, composed
of two off-centered helical stairs, opens multiple viewpoints on to the
library while the large intermediate landing offers the occasion for a
pause or change of direction, reinforcing the idea of free circulation.
Hockey is at the core of Drummondville’s identity; the region welcomes
the highest number of public ice rinks per capita in the province. It
only seemed natural for the architects to include the future

neighbouring rink as an active element in the project, both visually and
physically. In response, the bleachers were located inside to create a
space for families, and to bridge the adolescent, youth and adult
sections, while offering a prime view on the rink. The library and rink
are also connected through a shared energy program, which is part of
a global sustainable strategy where heat generated by the rink’s
cooling system contributes to heating the library during winter months.
The library is also home to a public multipurpose room where shows
and lectures are presented independently. The innovative combination
of interior and exterior civic infrastructures allows the area to become
not only a lively gathering place where culture and sports meet and
compliment each other, but also a successful innovative model for the
sustainable development of our cities.
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Architecture and Culture magazine Interview

With Cheualier Morales

ABOUT “DRUMMONDVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY"

CEHED SST M0 st

CR{HCUR QHEH X|F 23} F SIUHE HS AZ X0 517|7 d&lsh= ROICE 0[2{3h ROl MIAT EHEL SITEME2 X|He| E51E Az YRz
+8&5= YEE FotH, X|YF FUUSS YOrSUCE A X9 SAEt= ChA HEIE|0] 20|l= 2SS ZESIHM, S X XX 23t ZZt2 2 M X2 |fHst
A= 0 SZHof| CHoHY, +22|ofl 2| ALt 37| 0[0F7|S LiH HUACE

Drummondville is a place where hockey, a winter sport, is popular as one of its local cultures from long ago. The Drummondville Public
Library that was built in such a place, takes the form of embracing local culture as part of the library and accepts local residents. We had a
conversation with Chevalier Morales about this space that has established itself as a dynamic local cultural space while embracing both
sports and reading, two activities that seem rather contradictory.

O]t & == ‘K| £9| EATFO|CE A7t A|HUA XS ALE] This month’s issue is “Local Library”. From an architect’s viewpoint, what
OLOIA EA{RHS| 21EH0| 2102t AiZtsH=7}. do you think about the role of library in local society?
QE|7F MZIEET (0] EAMES £Z0| HEIE E5)| O & T, W, In our opinion, libraries through their recent transformations into more open,
EQ5t 2710 2 HEHCIT MZISICE JS50| 2ASH= XY ALRlE luminous, and transparent spaces, became among the most important social,
Q|5 7HEF ZQ5H ALS| 235} BISAO| 7t = SHLZ| =l Zi0|C, cultural, and democratic spaces for the communities they serve. Especially in
E3|, Q27 ADQ= FHLICH S 28t S Z710i|A 0]2{5t Nordic countries like ours, they offer a real alternative to shopping malls. They
AL ATES CHAIS RIX|EH IO 2 MIA|E|H, XIS ALS[Q) allow the members of a community to meet, exchange and, at the same time, feel
TAHYIS0| Bt 2Q6HH, 10| R0 s AXF morsks comfortable like if they were home.
L2 2 AR sl 32421 A0ICk

How did you feel when first visit in the site?
[HX|1E M2 WE2MS [ RO ZHE OfH HS AU=T} Regional cities in Quebec give a lot of importance to the automobile and therefore,
Y XL XsRE B2, FXIE Q0| M2 Q2|S0] 1 to roads and parkings. When we first saw the site, we felt that it was slowly
CHRIE ME 22 [ Q2= 0] EAZ0| BA O 2 ARS0| closing itself off from the street, becoming more and more enclaved. Bus terminal
SHMOI HZ0|M AAZ TI7HIA Z40|2t 0 “ZICH HAEO|ISat and parking lots were cutting the site off the most important human scale
FAIEO| Of A9 7HE Z25 A 2|2l 2A0| AERIES commercial street of the city, Lindsay Street. Entering the concept phase, we felt
712050 QIO EHE A0 SOMEHA, R2= 0] AEte that we had to reverse this situation to create a real civic center, accessible by
S|ZI0{0F SHCHT LZICH RIRSE ATl 2SS TIS7| QaiA, 22 automobile of course, but also just by walking on the street. One of our first
KSAIZ F2E 4 Ql0{0F SIHME, HE|E Ze= A oo 2 HA0| decision was to associate an already planned ice rink on the site to the library
7HSSIESE LO|CH X H 222 O ZHQISH ZZ 7|EEA|8E project in order to create a more extensive public infrastructure. Parkings were
Ot=7| Qs CHA| L0 0|0] AH|E= 0f0|ARIFE & A2k} moved to the back and most of the site was reworked as a public space and park.
AZot= A0IACE. T2 FAFER EME FIZLE FARLY
20| BX|= 22 AL 2202 KHAH|FCE What did the client require you detailed? What did you effort to

communicate with a local’s demand?

HASZ7} o 42 QAMETLE XY FAIE Q70| 22517] 9 The librarians were very close to their collections and they required that we pay

re

-240| QICHH Soi017} close attention to their installation onto the different spaces of the project. To a
EMEO| AMEL 0] EAM O] ARIEO|AH| 25317 | THR0], certain extent, we had to communicate and explain that a contemporary library is
L20A =ML CHE S7H0| ANES I8 AIES MAGHA a busier and louder place.
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What is the most memorable experience you have had while working on it?
Seeing a family using the ice rink and then entering the library with their skates to
get a hot chocolate. Kids going back to the ice rink and the parents staying warm
with a book watching the hockey game from the bleachers inside the library. We
felt that we managed to bring new users to the library and, to a certain extent,
participated to the social, cultural, and democratic health of a whole community.
Compared to the former library, regular daily attendance to the new one has tripled

in its first year of operation and remains up until now.

After it was realized, do you have anything you would like to improve?
Working with the librarians was extremely pleasant. It is difficult to say what needs
to be improved at this stage. We like to go back at our buildings to find out how
they are used by the population and which adjustments were necessary. Being a
very recent building, it is hard to find out at this point. In our opinion, the children’s
zone could be improved by using more adapted floor finishes and custom furniture.

What is an architectural philosophy of Chevalier Morales? And how did you
apply the philosophy to this project?

Chevalier Morales has always been interested in the social, cultural, and
economical context in which their projects are being developed and built. Thriving
to produce a careful and original reading of the context and using it to develop a
project that reflects a community’s identity is one of our main goal. We are also
trying to do it keeping in mind that we have an important environmental
responsibility. In this project, the association of the building with the ice rink — the
population has a passion for skating and for its local hockey team — was a first
contextual gesture. Deriving the building envelope’s tectonic from the coal slag — a
local byproduct of the steel industry — was a second one. The turbine-stair was
another one, this time inspired by the hydroelectric dams founded along the river
that cross the city. Many planning innovations were also brought to the usually
standardized program of public libraries.

In conclusion, could you tell us about aspirations as an architect? What is
your next step?

Working on larger scale projects, larger libraries. Meeting and understanding new
communities throughout the country and internationally. Continuing our researches
on context. Identity and narrative architecture.



