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HEC Montreal - Downtown Building

Provencher Ray / Claude Provencher. Michel Roy
Wi 20|/ B2I9C Zeum, 0y 20|

Creath y of the Site

To begin with, the design team was faced with a singular topography charac-
terized by a marked change in elevation of § to 10m. Stringent constraints aris-
ing from the regulations governing urban insertion and neighbouring proper-
ties abso influenced the concept. Indeed, for the northeast portion of the lot,
the buildable height could not exceed the level of the church's roof. Toward
Beaver Hall Hil, the contiguity of the lots necessitated blind lateral walls and a
right of way granting access to the rear of the nesghbouring lot. Finally, it was
imperative that views onto the basilica be maintaned

Consultations were held at key stages with public authorities and residents. A
co-design workshop involving representatives from HEC Montreal's various
stakeholder groups, heritage experts, members of the business community
and residents was also organized. These actions were meant to ensure the
project’s harmonious reception to put forth a proposal that was met with con-
Sensus.

Bold Concept

The building concept is centred around three themes: dynamism, hightness,
and respect for the site. The first results in a buiding with a contemporary style
that is reflected in the choices made with respect to insertion, massing and
materials. The second is manifested by a building that integrates into the exist-
ing framework in a manner that contrasts with the heavy massing of the older
buildings. Finally, the third consideration opens up a dialogue between the

The insertion and massing of the building follow the site’s contour ines. The
angular facade of the east wing allows for perspectives onto the basilica. The
northeast facade looks skyward, conferring lightness to the new building,
while the southeast facade, inversely incined, reflects the green surroundings
and hel blend mnto The southwest facade is sim-
Harly inchned, accompanying in parallel the sweep of the garden facade and
maimizing sunshine for the interior spaces. Finally, a V-shaped opening accen-
tuates the entrance along De La Gauchetiere Street

Concept that Leverages the Site’s Dual Nature
The morphology and treatment of the new buiding’s facades procuce two dis-
tinct characters, corresponding to the site's two opposite faces. On one side,
the facades are in dialogue with the urban panorama: Inserted into the existing
buslt environment, they are integrated into the overarching orthogonality of
the site and establish their presence through coverings that espouse the archi-
tectural idiom of the vicnity: glass, metal and masonry, in an array of dlear
colours. They are comprised of horizontal layers that ensure their harmonious
Juxtaposition alongside the neighbouring facades.
On the side looking out onto the basilca and the park, the facades are charac-
terized by a more organic aspect and a fluid insertion, presenting a light,
gleaming visage comprised of diverse fenestration in shades of white. At
ground level, the building opens up thanks to wide, slender fenestration that
ffe and

ew \ the city, a hitsg

gzes and enlivens the site.
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