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THIS INTERESTING, MIXED-USE 
BUILDING IN INDIA IS A CONTRAST 
BETWEEN SIMPLE RECTILINEAR 
GEOMETRY WITH MUTED COLOUR 
TONES AND A COMPLEX ANGULAR 
GEOMETRY AWASH WITH COLOUR. 

STANDOUT STANDOUT 
STRUCTURESTRUCTURE

WORDS
SASHA 

GONZALES

When architect Sanjay Puri was 
tasked with designing a multi-
level, mixed-use building in 

Ahmedabad in Gujarat, India, he said that his 
DTKGH�YCU�ŬXGT[�URGEKƓEŭ��

The client, Dushyant Goswami from the city 
developer Suvidha Projects, wanted a structure 
that housed road-facing retail spaces as well as 
QHƓEG�URCEGU�VJCV�OGCUWTGF�����VQ����HV2  GCEJ��

6JG�FGXGNQRGT�CNUQ�YCPVGF�C������HV2�QHƓEG�
for itself and requested for the building to be 
highly visible and suitable for the site’s location 
CPF�ENKOCVG��

The resulting construction, Stellar, was 
EQORNGVGF�KP������CHVGT�HQWT�[GCTU�QH�YQTM��

#� TGEVKNKPGCT�� ���O�NQPI� EQOOGTEKCN�
building, it features retail spaces at the lower 
VJTGG�NGXGNU��CPF�QHƓEG�URCEGU�CV�VJG�TGOCKPKPI��
WRRGT�HQWT�NGXGNU��

ALL ABOUT VISIBILITYALL ABOUT VISIBILITY
“The site faces out onto an arterial city road 

and the client wanted the retail spaces to make 
HWNN� WUG� QH� VJG� GZVGPUKXG� TQCF� HTQPVCIG�ŭ� UC[U�
2WTK��YJQ�NGF�VJG�RTQLGEV��

“In addition, the building was developed for 
sale, and because retail spaces are generally 
UQNF�CV�C�OWEJ�JKIJGT�RTKEG�VJCP�QHƓEG�URCEGU��
YKVJ�ITQWPF�ƔQQT�TGVCKN�URCEGU�DGKPI�VJG�OQUV�

1. The 
rectilinear 

commercial 
building faces 

out onto an 
arterial city 

road and 
features retail 
spaces at the 

lower three 
levels.

1
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expensive, it was important for us to make 
UWTG� VJCV� VJG� TGVCKN� ƔQQTU� YGTG� JKIJN[�
XKUKDNG�ŭ

To this end, Puri designed the building 
to accommodate as many retail spaces as 
RQUUKDNG�� *G� CNUQ� ETGCVGF� FKTGEV� GPVT[� VQ�
VJGUG�URCEGU�HTQO�VJG�TQCF��

#� NQPI� CPF� YKFG� HQQVRCVJ� ƔCPMU� VJG�
road-facing north side of the building, 
ensuring that pedestrians have a clear view 
QH�VJG�UJQR�HTQPVU��

“People in small cities such as this one 
prefer road-facing shops with high visibility, 
so we had to get this aspect of the brief 
TKIJV�ŭ�2WTK�UC[U����

ORIGAMI-INSPIRED DESIGN ORIGAMI-INSPIRED DESIGN 
Linear buildings can look boring, 

DWV� PQV� VJKU� QPG�� 2WTK� CFFGF� UOCNN� QRGP�

VGTTCEGU�HQT�UQOG�QH�VJG�QHƓEGU�CV�VJG�WRRGT�
levels, thereby fragmenting the linearity 
of the property while creating volume to 
what might have otherwise been a one-
FKOGPUKQPCN��ŬƔCVŭ�UVTWEVWTG��

To further break up the building’s 
linearity, as well as fashion a unique identity 
CPF� C� ENGCTN[� FKUEGTPKDNG� QHƓEG� URCEG� HQT�
the developer, Puri created a completely 
different sculptural volume, inspired by 
QTKICOK��

“Nestled within an open north-oriented 
VGTTCEG�� VJKU� UEWNRVWTCN� QHƓEG� URCEG� KU� UGV�
back from the road junction and made with 
rust-red, solid aluminium sheets to become 
C�HQECN�RQKPV�QH�VJG�DWKNFKPI�ŭ

The design team used three different 
OWVGF�� UVQPG�VGZVWTGF� Ŭ0GQNKVJŭ� UNCDU� CU�
cladding on the façade of the building, to 

ABOVE.  
The rust-red, 

sculptural 
o!ce space 

helps break up 
the linearity of 

the property.
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SITE PLAN

ELEVATION

SECTION PERSPECTIVE

1. O!ce  /  2. Lobby  /  3. Services  /  4. Private O!ce  /  5. Cafeteria  /  6. Security  /  7. Terrace  /  8. Balcony  /  9. Corridor 
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help it to stand out from the terracotta-red 
aluminium composite panels used for the 
UEWNRVWTCN�QHƓEG�URCEG��

“We deliberately designed the sculptural 
QHƓEG� URCEG� VQ� EQPVTCUV� YKVJ� VJG� TGUV�
of the building, creating an interesting 
LWZVCRQUKVKQP�QH�EQNQWT��XQNWOG�CPF�IGQOGVT[�ŭ�
2WTK�RQKPVU�QWV��

FUNCTIONAL AND PRACTICALFUNCTIONAL AND PRACTICAL
Unique look and identity aside, the 

building was also designed to suit the climate 
CPF�DG�GPGTI[�GHƓEKGPV��

The temperature in Ahmedabad averages 
35 degrees Celsius or higher for eight months 
out of the year, so to reduce heat gain and keep 
VJG� QHƓEG� URCEGU� EQQN� CPF� YGNN�XGPVKNCVGF��
Puri planned the layout to include large, north-
facing terraces and small recessed windows  
QP�VJG�UQWVJGTP�UKFG��

6JKTV[�RGT�EGPV�QH�VJG�QHƓEGU�QRGP�QWV�QPVQ�
NCPFUECRGF�VGTTCEGU��

Furthermore, all the terraces are 
connected to a rainwater-harvested tank, and 
CNN� VJG� YCVGT� KU� TGE[ENGF� CPF� TGWUGF�� 5QNCT�
panels harness the abundant solar power that 
VJG�EKV[�TGEGKXGU��

ABOVE. 
Inspired by 
origami, the 
sculptural o!ce 
space contrasts 
with the rest of 
the building, 
creating an 
interesting 
juxtaposition of 
colour, volume 
and geometry.

SANJAY PURI,  
SANJAY PURI ARCHITECTS
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AXONOMETRY

STELLAR

LOCATION
Ahmedabad, Gujarat, India
/
COMPLETION
2019
/
SITE AREA
5,717.5m2

/
GROSS FLOOR AREA
18,580m2

/
ARCHITECT
Sanjay Puri Architects
/
LEAD ARCHITECT
Sanjay Puri
/
DEVELOPER
Suvidha Projects
/
CONTRACTOR
Spartan Builders Pvt. Ltd.
/
C&S CONSULTANT
Ducon Consultants Pvt. Ltd.
/
PT VENDOR
Post Tension Services India Pvt. Ltd.
/
M&E CONSULTANT
INI Infrastructure & Engineering
/
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT
Sanjay Puri Architects

BASEMENT 2

PARKING

BASEMENT 1

PARKING

GROUND FLOOR

RETAIL + SHOPS

FIRST FLOOR

RETAIL + SHOPS

SECOND FLOOR

OFFICES

THIRD FLOOR

OFFICES

FOURTH FLOOR

OFFICES

FIFTH FLOOR

OFFICES

SIXTH FLOOR

OFFICES

TERRACE
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“We used the extensive length of the site 
to full advantage by creating a building that 
YCU�GPGTI[�GHƓEKGPV�ŭ�2WTK�UVCVGU��

6JG� ƓTUV�� CPF� UGEQPF�NGXGN� TGVCKN� URCEGU�
CPF�VJG�QHƓEG�URCEGU�CDQXG�CTG�GCU[�VQ�CEEGUU�
– via the road-facing frontage with vertical 
circulation cores in the case of the former, and 
the circulation cores on the southern side, 
towards the rear of the linear plot, in the case 
QH�VJG�NCVVGT��

The circulation and access points for 
VJG� TGVCKN� CPF� QHƓEG� NGXGNU� CTG� EQORNGVGN[�
UGITGICVGF�HTQO�QPG�CPQVJGT�

CAREFUL MONITORING CAREFUL MONITORING 
Despite the fact that the building combines 

three distinct spaces, Puri says that his team 
FKF�PQV�HCEG�CP[�URGEKƓE�VGEJPKECN�EJCNNGPIGU��

*KU� QPN[� EQPEGTP� YCU� VJG� NCTIGN[�
unskilled workforce and deciding how 
VJGUG�YQTMGTU�YQWNF�RWNN�QHH�VJG�RTQLGEV�

“Working in India with mostly  
unskilled workers is never easy, so to 
ensure we got the job done the way we 
wanted, we had to conduct frequent site 
OGGVKPIU�CPF�UKVG�EJGEMU��

“It was important for us to make 
sure that the design was adhered to 
closely, that our drawings and plans were 
understood, and that the quality of the 
YQTMOCPUJKR�OGV�QWT�JKIJ�UVCPFCTFU��

“This mixed-use building is contextual 
to the site’s location, the climate of  
the area and the client’s brief, and our 
priority was to bring all the elements 
VQIGVJGT�EQJGUKXGN[�ŭ

OPPOSITE. 
The standout 
terracotta-red 
feature is made 
from aluminium 
composite 
panels. Puri’s 
aim was to 
fashion a 
unique identity 
and clearly 
discernible 
o!ce space for 
the developer.
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The city of Sochi in Russia will soon see the addition 
of this building inspired by Russian constructivism 
hanging off its coastline. 

&GUKIPGF�D[�/CTIQV�-TCUQLGXKȲ�#TEJKVGEVWTG��KV�KU�C�
small hydroelectric power plant that feeds clean energy 

EMBRACING  
THE ENVIRONMENT

WORDS
LOW SHI PING

DCEM� VQ� VJG� ITKF��YKVJ� C� UEWNRVWTG� ICNNGT[� ECPVKNGXGTGF�
over and partly submerged into the sea. 

The latter portion acts as an oscillating water 
EQNWOP��UQ�VJCV� KV�IGVU�CEVKXCVGF�YJGP�VJG�YCXGU�HTQO�
VJG� $NCEM� 5GC� DTGCM� QPVQ� KV�� IGPGTCVKPI� VJG� GNGEVTKEKV[�
through an array of turbines attached to it. 

'ZRGEV�VJG�UGCYCVGT�VQ�URNCUJ�QPVQ�VJG�ICNNGT[ũU�TQQH��
adding a dynamism to the immediate surroundings.  

Ŭ6JG�CTEJKVGEVWTG�KPƔWGPEGU�VJG�YCXGU��+V�KU�PQV�CP�
QDGFKGPV� UVTWEVWTG� CEEQOOQFCVKPI� KVU� GPXKTQPOGPV�ŭ�
describes the architect.

Both functions of the building are tightly interwoven 
VQIGVJGT�� UJGNVGTGF� D[� C� TQQH� VJCV� JGCXGU� NKMG� C� RQKPV�
break wave – a stark reminder of its location and the 
importance of building to exist with nature. 


