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Street Cred Best
Contemporary furniture brand Arpino has won a Red Dot award 
in the Best of the Best category for its OXS line. Consisting 
of street furniture such as bicycle racks, outdoor seating, 
benches, tree guards, signposts, bus shelters, bollards, bins, 
and multimedia kiosks, the collection is made of zinc-free steel, 
and characterised by an industrial-design vibe, along with 
minimalism and durability. Pieces are finished in subtle, sober 
colours. “Drawing for the urban space was something that 
always interested me, not only because of the demands of its 
basic requirements, such as inclusion, resistance to weather 
conditions, vandalism, etc, but above all because it allows the 
regeneration of public spaces, allowing and promoting social 
interactivity among communities,” says Arpino head honcho 
Carlos Pereira. Adds the Red Dot jury: “With its elegant and 
sculptural appearance, this urban furniture lends public spaces 
a highly appealing character. With a modularity that can be 
expanded at any time, it provides city planners with a lot of 
freedom in envisioning the city of the future.” Arpino operates 
out of Porto, Portugal, and Viana, Angola. The OXS collection 
is currently on display at the Red Dot Design Museum in Essen, 
Germany.

www.arpino-design.com 

Lauded Landscapes
There is a new trophy up for grabs on the architectural awards calendar. The International 
Landscape Architecture Prize will be given out biennially by Washington DC-based non-profit 
The Cultural Landscape Foundation (TCLF), with the winner receiving a cheque for USD100,000. 
Recipients will be landscape architects, artists, architects, planners or urban designers who have 
created a significant landscape-architectural project. “Landscape architecture is one of the most 
complex and, arguably, least understood art forms,” says TCLF president Charles Birnbaum. “It 
challenges practitioners to be design innovators often while spanning the arts and sciences in 
addressing many of the most pressing social, environmental, and cultural issues in contemporary 
society. [The prize] aims to raise the visibility of the field and its practitioners.” The award has been 
made possible by the generosity of the TCLF board, in particular its chief endower and co-chair 
Joan Shafran and her husband Rob Haimes. “We hope the Prize will provide not just recognition 
of exceptional people and projects but also promote a wider public discussion of the role of 
landscape architecture in life,” say the Haimeses. The inaugural prize will be awarded in 2021.

www.tclf.org
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PAGE-TURNER
Quebec, Canada
Chevalier Morales Architectes

Maison de la Litterature

Photography courtesy of the architect

A specific programme, a World Heritage site, a much-loved building built in the 

new-Gothic style. This new home to Quebec literature in Old Quebec City was a 

commission that came loaded with challenges. The winner of an architectural 

competition, Chevalier Morales’ solution establishes a contemporary volume – a 

box – beside the Wesley Temple, setting up a relationship of juxtaposition and 

dialogue. The new venue also reconfigures the entrance access of the entire 

complex, and brings the place more openly to the public.

 

But what is a maison de la litterature or ‘house of literature’ anyway, beyond 

a lofty name? This one houses a lecture hall that can also present concerts, 

a cafe (naturally), exhibition spaces for both temporary shows and permanent 

collections, ‘creation studios’, classrooms, multimedia studios and a resident 

writer’s apartment (arguably the coolest place to live in the city). 

Wesley Temple was erected in 1848, closed in the 1930s and reopened in 

1944 as a library and concert/lecture hall. It served thus until 1999, in wait 

for its latest incarnation and rejuvenation. It is one of the country’s oldest 

libraries, and a very important participant in the city’s emotional memory. 

But it needed to evolve significantly to serve as a fully modern library in 

the age of digitisation, devices, e-books and social media. The primary 

strategy of the new project is to pull the creative activities into the new 

extension, liberating the original building and clarifying the assignment of 

use to form.

 

The new box is pulled slightly away from the original building and 

connected to it through a bridge element, thus using a method of ‘reveal’ 

to leave the two entities clearly separate. With abundant use of glass and 

metal, the new component is all about transparency and accessibility. The 

glass facades are rendered copper in tone and utilise a crisp, minimal 

mullion system to keep things as ‘pure’ as possible, and they look awfully 

sharp against the monumental grey granite blocks of the temple. That 

latter building underwent a major renovation to restore its interior to 



Maison de la Litterature something of its former glory. A new, circular stair, all white and sculpturally 

curved, rises near one end to a mezzanine. And most of the interior 

surfaces are stained milk white, making the old building feel totally fresh and 

uplifting. 

The interiors of the addition are bright, white spaces as well, that take full 

advantage of the glass perimeter. All is to the point and ‘user-friendly’, and 

if it lacks a single, showstopping space, that is hardly needed, given what 

is just next door. In fact, the scheme takes advantage of the differences 

between old and new, giant and modest, stone and glass, in all ways 

imaginable. But that is not to say the more recent portion of the House of 

Literature is any less of a draw. It is a smartly outfitted offspring that will 

enhance the city’s storied urban centre in its own right.


