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ARCHITECT’S QUESTIONS
How does the building interact  
with the surrounding environment? 
The idea for this project was to merge it 
with the mountain, to nestle into the 
terrain until it becomes one with the 
residence. Entering the site from below, 
we see a black volume that seems to 
appear from the slope and detach itself 
from the surrounding vegetation. Its 
dark truncated shape echoes the rocky 
projections that inhabit the site. 

What is the relationship between  
the interior and exterior?
The living areas, located upstairs,  
offer the occupant an intimate 
relationship to the site, a level access  
to a wild and untouched nature via a 
large terrace profiled to the topography. 
At the other extremity, the house rises 
above the void, allowing an atmospheric 
point of view towards the treetops.

What would you say is the most 
interesting feature of the property? 
In continuity with the master bedroom, 
the ambulatory circuit continues along 
the periphery of the space occupied by 
the bathroom, at the heart of which a 

Photographs  Adrien Williams 

This project demonstrates  
how nature and construction 
can come together cohesively, 
blending into one, yet at the 
same time each being strikingly 
separate. The starkness of 
the black exteriors echo the 
silhouette of the forest’s  
trees. The natural woods  
used for the interiors and 

the decking pay homage to the source 
material. The difference is the soft 
shapes of the arboreous surroundings  
are contrasted with the boldly geometric 
outline of the house itself. While  
simple, yes, the treatment is also 
adventurous, working with the natural 
incline of the Quebec countryside and 
Mount Shefford to wondrous effect. The 
synthesizing of inside and out strengthening 
the bond between man and nature.

HOME PROFILE
PROPERTY 
DESCRIPTION
A new-build home 
designed to fit 
into the natural 
surroundings 
of trees, rocks 
and maples on a 
mountain side with 
freely articulating 
interior spaces. 

LOCATION
Shefford, 
Quebec, Canada.

AREA
2,300 sq. ft.
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ARCHITECT
Atelier Général
ateliergeneral.ca 

TEAM
Alexis Naylor, 
Stéphanie Plourde, 
Xavier Crépeau 
Bellefeuille,  
Patrick Lévesque

MAIN  
CONTRACTOR
Constructions 
Boivin

STRUCTURAL 
ENGINEER
Latéral 

LIGHTING
Luminaire 
Authentik
 
CABINETMAKER
Ébénisterie Gaston 
Chouinard

WINDOWS
Shalwin

 

PROJECT NOTES 
 

bath-shower block faces a huge 
window, placing the owner in 
intimacy with the forest. Between 
this area and the living room, the 
triangular-shaped veranda opens 
onto a leafy cover, a nest perched in 
the hollow of the landscape.  
Like the house as a whole, it’s a 
refuge both anchored and aerial.

How did you maximise  
the interior living space?
An inner course circulates from  
room to room, following the outer 
walls. The walls open at the end  
of each axis to offer a view of the 
surrounding trees, creating the 
feeling of being both protected under 
the wooden roof and immersed in the 
forest. The kitchen, finished in white 
pine veneer, is framed by two parallel 
white blocks that form an indirect 
link with the adjoining dining room. 
This space opens completely onto  
the ascending slope and dialogues 
with the boulder located nearby 
which is integrated into the terrace.
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