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This evocative holiday home, appropriately located in a hemlock forest
in the Eastern Townships of Quebec, was designed for a young professional couple that wanted a weekend residence inspired by the
sense of darkness and wonder elicited by their favorite children’s fairy
tales. The 1,900-square-foot (176-square-meter), three-story structure
is comprised of two joined, dramatically raked gabled volumes entirely clad in corrugated black metal. The sloping site required that
the structure contain rooms and outdoor gathering spaces at
markedly different elevations. As if an archetypal forest cabin from
a Grimm’s fairy tale came into being, the exterior surfaces are rendered in black so that the form itself—essentially a double A-frame
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Villa Schoorl

with strategic cut-outs—would immediately evoke a sense of playful
foreboding and mystery associated with the experiences of childhood. The gabled roof sweeps nearly to the forest floor at the lower
elevation, finding its terminus just above a communal open space
protected from above by a cantilever. This exaggerated A-frame is
perched above a bank of large picture windows that stand in stark
contrast with the pure black forms above it.

Studio Prototype
Schoorl, The Netherlands
2014

Rising unexpectedly from the dunes in a Dutch pastoral coastal landscape, Villa Schoorl, clad in black metal, sits in striking contrast to the
idyllic verdant countryside. Taking cues from the traditional black
barns and rambling farms found in this region, the Villa’s black volumes reenergize the surrounding environment by creating tension
between old and new, and natural and artificial worlds. The black
metal exterior is constructed of anodized aluminum and rolled steel
that covers the sides of the building, and the roof is comprised of a
single sheet of rolled steel plate on the front. All are treated with a
protective transparent coating instead of using black paint on untreated metal. This technique works excellently in protecting the

metal from the elements while sufficiently retaining its color. Built
for a professional photographer who required a combination of
spaces with varying degrees of privacy for both work and family,
the super-structure is comprised of four separate interior volumes,
each one dedicated to either professional or domestic functions.
All of these rooms extend from a central kitchen and living room.
Designed to facilitate flow between the interior and exterior entertaining spaces, the double-height kitchen and sunken living room
open onto an outdoor veranda.

133

