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The Amora, brings a sophisticated and fresh look 

to the bathroom. The avant-garde vanity features 

an unconventional design and multiple storage 

opportunities, making a statement in any setting. The 

Amora’s visually stunning look comes from the shapes 

and cuts of the drawers and doors, giving an almost 

puzzle-like appearance when opened. The vanity 

comes in a signature rich navy finish with brushed 

brass inlay and a classic Carrara white marble top with 

a rectangular undermount sink. Amora also comes in 

White or Oak Toscana with brushed nickel metal inlays. 

Completing the overall look, the bathroom furniture 

piece is offered with an optional Sun mirror. The eye-

catching sunburst aesthetic, inspired by classic mid-

century modern mirrors and clocks, complements the 

vanity and brings out the metal detailing.

AMORA  
by RonBow  
www.ronbow.com

ZIGPACK  
by ZigPack

www.zigpack.com

Packaging for carrying bottles without hiding 

the product, the bottle is still the star and its 

combination creates an amazing visual impact. 

ZigPack is made of kraft cardboard (100 % 

recyclable), It is practical, green, environmentally, 

sustainable and requires minimal storage space. 

ZigPack is based on the theory of three points of 

support and can hold and carry the bottle without 

any locking system. ZigPack standard is designed 

for the most common shape of bottle worldwide, 

BORDEAUX Ø75 mm. Zigpack can adapt to other 

bottle shapes also.
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Using celebrated techniques passed down for generations, Beyond 

Crystal is constructed by THG’s expert artisans who tool, cast, mold and 

hand-finish each piece, resulting in an exceptional, quality product. And, 

as in THG’s first collection in tandem with Baccarat, Pétale de Cristal, this 

new collection stays true to the impeccable color standards of both 

exceptional French establishments.

Transparency and color are among some of crystal’s most important 

qualities – and the emblematic Baccarat Red is one the most distinguished 

and recognized colored crystals in the world. The creation of Baccarat Red 

is a world of alchemy, developed by adding gold to special elements at 

a specific temperature. Baccarat mastered this process in the late 1830s, 

making Baccarat Red their signature color.

BEYOND CRYSTAL   
by tHg    
www.thgstyle.com

SILESTONE  
by cosentino 
www.cosentino.com

Silestone, the world’s leading brand in the quartz surface 

category, announces the launch of its Eternal Collection, 

an incredible new range of hues which pay homage to 

the most sought-after, exotic marbles and stones. The 

Silestone Eternal Collection offers detailed natural stone 

aesthetics paired with greater durability than ever seen 

before.

 

The Eternal Collection is made up of seven shades 

including: Eternal Calacatta Gold, Eternal Statuario, 

Charcoal Soapstone, Pearl Jasmine, Eternal Calacatta 

Classic, Eternal Serena and Eternal Marquina.
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Text & photos by L. McComber

For a long time, this semi-detached house built in the 1950s in 
Montréal’s Ville-Saint-Laurent neighbourhood was home to a family 
of three young children. Over the years, many extensions were added 
to its aging structure. At the back, its broken-up spaces had only one 
opaque door and four small windows. Built without a foundation and 
worn by time, the annexes in the backyard were keeping the abundant 
natural light from coming into the kitchen. After the children fled the 
coop, the house was due to undergo major renovations, particularly 
to meet the needs of the owner’s new lifestyle. The owner entrusted 
his project to L. McComber architects with three goals in mind: open 
the living spaces, make the most of the natural light and garden view, 
and preserve the spirit of this family home filled with memories.
 
Tudor, please
From the street, the existing façade is Tudor-inspired, with its wooden 
half timbering and plaster on the second floor. The classic pattern is 
most obvious above the garage on the gable wall. By extending this 

BREATH OF 
FRESH AIR

Project Details
Project Name: La Cardinale
Location: Ville Saint-Laurent, Montréal
Architect/Designer: L. McComber ltée
Design Team:  Philip Staszewski, David Grenier, 
Olivier Lord, Emmanuelle Lauzier et Laurent McComber 
General Contractor: Construction Yannick Robert
Engineer: Latéral Conseil
Object Design: Obiekt
Photo Credit: Raphaël Thibodeau
Project End Date: 2016
Budget: $695,800
Area: 1,290 ft2
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space towards the back, a connection is created between the two sides of the house. On 
the side façade, red clay brick wraps around the ground floor to the deck. The second floor 
picks up the half-timbering pattern, painted in contemporary colours. Striking a contrast 
with the light grey walls, black geometric lines frame the windows and come together 
at the back in a triangular gable pattern. The end of the long structure projects against 
the back wall, with its black sheet-metal cladding and abundant windows exposing the 
open-plan living spaces inside. At its foot, the new back deck extends the kitchen by way 
of a large raised glass door. 
 
The Backyard - At Last
Inside, the living spaces are open-plan. By strategically removing certain partitions, the 
ground floor layout opens the heart of the house onto the backyard. Right in the middle of 
the opened space, the large kitchen island reveals a change in level that offers a standing 
workstation on one side and a few seats on the other. In its extension, the double height 
maximizes natural light. Above, a narrow walkway connects the master bedroom to its 
bathroom, providing a spectacular top view into the yard on one side and the living area 
below on the other. With its steel Vierendeel railing and thin wood board floor, it looks and 
feels like a suspended footbridge.
 
Elegant But Simple Materials
In contrast with the unique exterior, the interior of the house is decorated with elegant 
simplicity. In the light-bathed kitchen, the slate floor and black marble countertop set a 
classic but contemporary tone. Throughout the house, frosted glass, light grey marble, 
and white painted drywall make for a cool but very striking palette. Preserved in its 
original state, the stained red oak panelling in the dining room inspired the choice of 
finishes for all the floors and built-in cabinetwork.
 
La Cardinale
This transformation is proof that the reinterpretation of an old architectural style can be 
an inspirational starting point for harmoniously integrated contemporary architecture. 
Classic compositions can be reimagined to recreate new effects that honour the past. 
The integration of existing spaces, the use of old materials or even the transposition of 
characteristic features offers countless opportunities for immersion into an aging urban 
heritage. But, never mind that—Cardinal Street has finally taken a breath of fresh air!

L. McComber, Living Architecture
L. McComber is an architectural and design firm well known for the relevance of its urban 
design. From building residential units on irregular lots to designing niche businesses 
and transforming cramped or unloved spaces, each project unites evocative visuals with 
impeccable execution.

Laurent McComber, the firm’s founding architect, started out working as a general 
contractor for eight years, melding construction with design. Since 2005, his approach 
has focused on the quality of relationships forged through each project and on the 
involvement of craftspeople in the design process. Surrounded by a dynamic and creative 
team, he is approached by clients who are passionate about architecture, including Piknic 
Électronik, Rise Kombucha and Bota Bota, just to name a few. 

The firm’s many awards and varied publications speak to the community’s interest in its 
work.  Recipient of the OAQ Prix d’excellence award for its Lignes aériennes project in 
2009, L. McComber has more recently won the Grand prix du design award in 2015 for 
clinique D in Laval as well as the inaugural Frédéric Metz award  - Commerce Design 
Montréal - for the Boulangerie Guillaume project in Montréal’s Mile End district. 

For more information, visit lmccomber.ca/en/.
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Text & photos by YCL Studio

architectural collaborative ’operating in the fields 
of architecture, interior, planning, urban space, 
landscape design and research projects.’ They 
position themselves as ’part of the new generation 
of Lithuanian architects’ and state, ‘We use our 
international experience to enrich and strengthen 
local architecture as well as to spread the word 
internationally.’ This apartment, which has gained 
a degree of international fame, is viewed by Aida 
Barzda to be the happy outcome of working for 
an appreciative and open-minded client and 
collaborating with engaged suppliers and builders. 
Within the range of scales YCL Studio operates, this 
interior is definitely among their smaller jobs.

In this apartment, the designers from YCL have 
made one clever adaptation to conquer and divide 

WHERE WARM 
MEETS COLD

In the Bazillion apartment, YCL Studio has drawn a 
clear line between the day and the night program 
of this pied-à-terre for two, while simultaneously 
blurring the conventional division between the 
‘wet’ and the ‘dry’ part of a dwelling. The compact 
apartment, which comprises 45 square meters, is 
essentially one open space divided into two by a 
single, ceramic-clad wall. The dwelling is located in 
a new residential building in the Old Town of Vilnius 
and has been commissioned by a frequent traveller, 
who uses it for short stays in the capital of Lithuania.

The interior is designed by YCL Studio, an upcoming 
Vilnius-based office, led by architects Tomas 
Umbrasas, Aidas Barzda, Tautvydas Vileikis and 
graphic designer Rokas Kontvainis. They describe 
their company, which was founded in 2011, as an 
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the space: an oblique wall which splits 
the interior into two equal parts, one 
containing the living area and kitchen, the 
other the bedroom and bathroom. The 
former is cool and light, the latter warm 
and massive. The cool part has a white 
wooden floor, a white ceiling and white 
walls, while the floor and walls of the warm 
part are covered in tiles in three shades of 
an earthy reddish brown. These tiles are 
chosen from AGROB BUCHTAL’s Goldline 
series. The concrete ceiling of this part of 
the apartment is painted as well, in a terra 
cotta colour close to those of the tiles.

The two contrasting parts of the interior are 
tied together by furniture in black, white 
and grey. The absence of any other colour 
than terra cotta has a strong effect, giving 
the slightly unusual impression of being 
in a partially coloured black-and-white 
movie. A comparable monochromatic 
colour strategy has been used by YCL in 
several other projects, such as the VINTED 
office interior, featuring black, white and 
grey furniture as well, where one area is 
grey, another green, yet another yellow 
and the entrance area purple.

In the process of designing the apartment’s 
interior, the architects have explored 
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suggest that it would be there permanently.’ The 
terra cotta hints at the red bricks used throughout 
the Old Town. Moreover, the designers believe 
ceramics could evoke the calm atmosphere they 
were seeking. Most importantly perhaps for the 
critical success of this interior is how the tiles 
have been liberated from their common, limited 
role and have become the front and centre of 
the interior. In this way, the Bazillion Apartment 
convincingly underlines the versatility of ceramic 
products.

About YCL Studio
YCL studio is an architectural collaborative based 
in Vilnius, Lithuania operating in the fields of 
architecture, interior, planning, urban space, 
landscape design and research projects. The 
company was established in 2011 and currently 
growing under the creative direction of the 
four Partners. As part of the new generation of 
Lithuanian architects they use their international 
experience to enrich and strengthen local 
architecture as well as spreading the word 
internationally. The studio creates unique design 
and ideas for investments and developments. 
From home interiors and buildings to large 
scale developments – they combine innovation, 
planning and design ideas to make places more 
welcoming, engaging and attractive.

multiple possibilities to maximise the difference 
between the two parts, testing different contrasts 
in material and colour work. As Barzda says, ’We 
imagined that the day is bright, full of light, 
talks, friends, food while the night time asks for a 
private, safe and cosy place, and is a bit dark, and 
sleepy. This opposition is articulated by drawing 
a sharp line.’ Expressing these different moods in 
a relatively contained space has been the leading 
concept and has driven every design decision 
here, letting nothing divert the attention. Barzda 
notes that for them, and the client, who was fond 
of the idea, the apartment should have a strong 
and unconventional character.

The contrast they have opted for, white wood 
versus terra-cotta-coloured ceramics, is not only 
strong in itself, but contains an intriguing twist 
as well. The conventional division in apartments 
is based on the presence, or absence, of running 
water. Usually the kitchen, bathroom and toilet 
are grouped together and often treated as a unit. 
In this case, the material of choice for the ‘wet’ 
part of a dwelling is not applied in the kitchen, 
while the bedroom is clad with ceramics.

As Barzda sees it, there were several reasons to 
utilise these tiles: ’We wanted to use a natural 
material which could ”fill the space” and would 
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Text & photos by Toronto Interior Design Show

With 19 consecutive years as one of North America’s 
leading design conferences and as the first global 
design fair of the year, the Interior Design Show 
(IDS17) is an annual catalyst to discover the latest 
design trends and innovations from across Canada 
and around the globe. As hundreds of international 
and local talents prepare to assemble at the Metro 
Toronto Convention Centre from January 19-22, 
2017, the Interior Designer Show curators have 
forecasted some of the top trends for 2017 inspiring 
the direction of design for the year to come.

“This year, we’ll see designers and trends that will 
encompass the expansion of the outdoor living 
realm to the fusion of tech and design accumulating 
into an awe-inspiring and ultimately exciting year for 
design,” Karen Kang, National Director, IDS Canada.

IDS 2017 LOOKS AT 
UPCOMING TRENDS FOR THE 
YEAR; HIGHLIGHTS SOME 
OUTSTANDING DESIGNS

Material Matters
Mixed materials continue their domination in 2017. 
Floors, ceilings, and surface areas will be adorned 
with interesting materials, tiles, and patterns to 
create an eye-catching statement. Designers will 
play with strategically placed tiles mixing into other 
patterns to create an unconventional focal point.

Rugs as Art
Area rugs will be the go-to trend for homeowners 
looking to make a rapid impact. A mix of size, colour, 
style and texture creates endless possibilities to 
complement an existing room or make a complete 
transformation. From floors to walls, rugs become 
art with rooms being built around them as opposed 
to on top of them.
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Tech & Design
From Smartphone to Smarthome, this is modern like 
you’ve never seen it before. This year, home décor 
will take a futuristic trip to introduce avant-garde 
lighting and appliances for the savvy homeowner 
who refuses to sacrifice style for convenience.

Urban Retreat
In an age where homes are smaller and lives are 
busier, the city retreat becomes more important 
than ever. As an extension of the living area, creating 
an outdoor urban oasis will be the perfect addition 
to any home or condominium. In 2017 expect to see 
mixed materials work their way into outdoor spaces.

Feminine Redone
Strong and beautiful, the new feminine aesthetic 
goes beyond pretty. This trend sees a juxtaposition 
of bold architectural details and lines, mixed with 
soft colours and feminine shapes.

Maker Movement
This year’s Maker class embodies the essence of 
North American craftsmanship: quality and style 
while using local raw materials to design unique 
pieces. The Maker movement speaks to consumer 
trends towards personalization, one-offs and 
supporting local and independent design.

Classics Revisited
Old will meet new in 2017, as we witness traditional 
furniture structures reimagined with a modern 
edge. New materials, colours, and textures will 
revamp even the most dated of styles for a playful 
and referential approach to design.
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Innovative Lighting
Experts are shining a spotlight on lighting as the 
true showstopper for commercial and residential 
spaces. It’s not just fresh interpretations of shapes, 
but also the incorporation of interesting technology 
from LED and beyond that make this trend new and 
innovative.

Emerging Designers
The Interior Design Show has been an incubator 
of emerging design talent since the get-go. New 
professionals within the industry will continue to be 
leaders with the experimentation of materials and 
forms to display fresh perspectives in design.

Kitchens and Baths
Stylish kitchens and bathrooms will never go out 
of style. Year after year these rooms act as a perfect 
“splurge” for homeowners looking to renovate. With 
the introduction of wood panelling and technology, 
a fusion of classic design with modern sensibilities 
will be popular this year.

For more information, visit 
www.toronto.interiordesignshow.com.
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by Miniki  

Different modules are available to match 
all individual requirements. These modules 
can be combined to suit all tastes and so 
provide the perfect kitchen for all purposes. 
There are kitchens for all requirements 
– from the mini-kitchen with just one 
sink and some storage room for small 
offices to kitchenettes with, for instance, 
a fridge and two cooking zones, or a fully 
equipped eat-in kitchen with the full range 
of functions. This makes miniki a flexible, 
versatile, multi-purpose kitchen system. 
Simple to assemble and with its numerous 
combination options, the modules can be 
adapted swiftly and easily to any kind of 
setting.

www.miniki.eu




