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I news and events

Design Days Dubai Completes
its Sixth and Most Successful
Edition in its New Location, d3
Design Days Dubai
The new location of d3, a refreshed layout,
extensive talks, a workshop programme and a
strong sales interest, contributed to the fair’s
success
Design Days Dubai, held under the patronage of HH Sheikh Hamdan
bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Crown Prince of Dubai, and in
partnership with Dubai Culture & Arts Authority, closed its sixth edition
on Friday 17 March reporting its most successful edition to date having
attracted both the largest number of exhibiting design galleries and
studios and a 10% year-on-year increase in visitor attendance.
Design Days Dubai (est 2012) is the only international collectible
design fair in the Middle East and South Asia and one of Dubai’s
most-loved cultural events. The annual event presents a diverse crosssection of some of the world’s most exciting highly-collectible design
and installations, alongside a talks and workshop programme bursting
with leading design personalities and industry experts.
Positioned as a fair of discovery, it welcomed its largest number of
exhibitors, this year with the strongest representation of design from

designer Ahmad Angawi from the King Abdelaziz Centre for
World Culture, speaking with Sheikh Nahyan

the UAE and region. In total, 50 exhibitors represented 125 designers
from 39 countries with more than 400 purchasable works – from
furniture and lighting to decorative objects –displayed.
Record visitor attendance and strong sales interest
Design Days Dubai management cited the fair’s new location of d3,
the heart of Dubai’s creative industries, and refreshed layout and most
extensive programme of talks and workshops as contributing factors
to its high level of visitors.
Among the fair’s visitors, Design Days Dubai welcomed HH Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister
of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai; HE Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al
Nahyan, UAE Minister of Culture and Knowledge Development; along with
many local, regional and international dignitaries.
A well-known patron of design, HH Sheikha Latifa bint Mohammed
bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice Chairman of the Dubai Culture & Arts
Authority, toured the fair at length, meeting many of the designers
contributing to the shaping of Dubai as a global capital of design and
innovation and concluded her visit with a design discussion on the
development of the design scene in Dubai and UAE.

Sheikh Nahyan with designer Michael Rice
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Design Days Dubai’s continued development of broad regional and
international networks included a dedicated professional buyers
preview (targeting architects, interior designers, specifiers), as well
as the popular annual VIP collectors and ladies previews, all served to
draw in visitors from the fair’s loyal following. Collectors, museums
and institutions in attendance came from as far afield as Shangri La
Center for Islamic Arts and Cultures (Hawaii, USA), Design Shanghai
Collectible Design (China) and Ian Art Consulting (Korea). Many
brought groups of curators and patrons to the fair, taking advantage
of the buzz of Art Week and its other key events Art Dubai and Sikka.
Rawan Kashkoush, Design Days Dubai’s Head of Programming said:
“We are proud that Design Days Dubai 2017 closes as its most
successful edition yet. There was buoyant mood throughout the fair,
amongst its many visitors and exhibitors, who reported strong sales
interest. Dubai has again reinforced its position as the regional centre
of design and we look forward to continuing that fantastic momentum
throughout to return in 2018 for our seventh edition.”

I Urban development

Casablanca creations
By: Lemay
Lemay has won the prestigious international competition to redesign the
corniche of Morocco’s Casablanca coast, which include the new seaside
promenade of the Hassan II Mosque and the Ain Diab corniche. Founded
in 1957 as an architectural practice, Lemay is one of Canada’s leading
integrated design services firms, merging architecture, urban design,
interiors, landscape, engineering, sustainability and branding into a
multidisciplinary and synergistic ensemble. With nine offices worldwide
and ranked 7th according to World Architecture (WA), Lemay is also one
of Canada’s most creative and awarded firms, with over 350 awards and
prizes. Leveraging its unique blend of creativity, capacity and expertise,
Lemay champions its clients’ aspirations, enhances users’ quality of
life and strives to build a brighter future for our communities. This win
reinforces Lemay’s international presence and once again showcases
Quebec’s creativity and design abroad.
Launched by real estate agency Casa Aménagement in June of
2016, the international competition aims to enhance this exceptional
natural space for the residents of Casablanca, on the edge of the
thriving metropolis. New urban and landscape design will promote
mobility along the length of the corniche and reinforce the appeal of the
Casablanca coast in a spirit of modernity, sustainability and innovation.
The project, launched on December 20 by His Majesty King Mohammed
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VI, involves creating an urban public park and corniche along the El
Hank embankment. Designed in harmony with its environment, the
new promenade will become an extension of the Hassan II Mosque,
an architectural gem and source of Moroccan pride that is one of the
economic capital’s must-see landmarks.
	 “This new achievement confirms our exceptional expertise in
integrated design as well as the international demand for a design
offering that directly impacts communities’ current and future wellbeing,” said Louis T. Lemay, president and excellence facilitator.
 	 Lemay’s project is destined to become a landmark destination
in Morocco. Led by Lemay Principal and International Development
Director René Hubert, and designed by the LemayLAB, this win further
confirms the company’s exceptional creativity and ability to create
tangible value for collectivities.
Lemay’s proposal stood out with its trans-disciplinary approach
combining broad expertise in international development, sustainable
development, architecture, landscape architecture, urban design
and graphic design. It edged out submissions by high-profile firms
in the U.S. Europe and Australia. For the purposes of the project,
Lemay collaborated with Moroccan firm Geodata, which specializes in
topography and engineering.
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The first phase of the Hassan II Mosque’s seaside promenade is
scheduled for end of 2017, with the Ain Diab corniche inauguration
planned for the following year.
 	 The 5-kilometre coast will offer Casablanca residents and visitors
a plethora of new and complementary uses, based around three main
functions: a festive event space, a seaside resort and a nature preserve.
They will be able to enjoy new rest areas, walkways, outdoor sports and
spectacular views of the Atlantic, without leaving the city.
 	 Inspired by the classic and multi-tiered Islamic garden, our design
offers a formal procession from the city to the sea through a series
of landscaped layers. A first shaded layer defines the entrance to the
promenade, as a green park traces a line between Corniche Blvd. and
the shore. The next level of gardens encourages recreation and leisure,
while the following levels are dedicated to walking and the beach.
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I Urban development

 	 Mineral and plant layers wander, meander, rise and overlap to create
elegant and integrated landscapes. At street intersections, open public
squares act as gates to the sea and connect services such as restaurants,
boutiques, fountains, sanitary facilities and underground parking. An
unobstructed view of the sea always dominates, thanks to an integration
of facilities and rolling landscape.
 	 Sustainable development is at the heart of the Lemay approach
and feature prominently in the winning proposal. Several sustainable
development strategies were woven into the new urban design in order
to reduce the project’s ecological footprint. Among the most remarkable
is the implementation of an electric tramway as a complement to the
Casablanca coast’s first-ever bicycle path.
 	 A grey-water treatment system using bio filtering gardens has been
added to the strategy developed by Lemay and Geodata. Recycling,
ecological handling of waste, the use of local materials and plants as
well as the revitalization of natural areas will all contribute to the creation
of a sustainable environment for the well-being of future generations.
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Projet d’aménagement du Littoral
de Casablanca :
Promenade Maritime de la Mosquée
Hassan II et Corniche Ain Diab
Location: Casablanca, Maroc
Client name: La Société CASABLANCA
AMÉNAGEMENT SA
Engineers: GEODATA
Architecture and landscape architecture:
Lemay
Project area: 5 linear km
Cost of work: 200,000,000 Dirhams
(equivalent to $26M CDN)
Start date: April 2017
End date: July 2018
Project director: René Hubert

I URBAN DEVELOPMENT

Eray Carbajo - an international architecture
and design studio based in Brooklyn
and Istanbul has won an honorable
mention award in a national architecture
competition to design the transportation
and interconnection hub of Izmir, Turkey.
By: Eray Carbajo

Connecting Izmir
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The studio already has over 20 international awards in architecture,
interior design, master plans and product design and is known to
solve design problems with innovative and value-adding solutions.
The avant-garde design proposal redefines the ground level and
creates a new topography through its multi layered elevated parks,
urban plazas and interconnecting green paths.
 	 Having to live, work and circulate in a never-ending mobility,
society revolves around the entity of mobility. Relocation of
information, services, people and furniture reforms everyday life.
Izmir, the port city of Turkey isn›t very far from this form of kinesis.
Throughout history the urban development of the city of Izmir has
transformed itself into different entities; the state of relocation, the

state of reorientation, a transit city and city of final destination.
 	 Regarding the urban development plan of the city of Izmir for the
year of 2030, the city is envisioned to be connecting industrial cities
with the capital city of Ankara within a short period of 3.5 hours.
This indicates that the residing population, as well as the visiting
population and workforce will increase in the future.
 	 Cities can be viewed as organisms with vessel systems; their
transportation systems connect two different places to each other.
On the other hand, cities of separate segments and disconnected
layers wouldn›t be able to serve as sustainable cities. In this regard,
the form of urban transportation should consider the needs of public
and urban connectivity.
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Eray Carbajo’s transportation hub design proposal integrates
metro, fast train, tram, bus systems, car park, bicycle roads
and pedestrian friendly modes in order to achieve faster urban
interconnectivity between populated districts of Izmir. The project
investigates the real boundaries of a city and interconnectivity of
design. The proposal aims to blur the boundaries between indoor
and outdoor spaces and blends in the building structure with the
plazas.
The urban design puts into use the inefficient urban gaps by
analyzing user experience. The environment-friendly design ensures an
integrating web between industrial and residential areas with a strategy
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of perpetual motion that creates continuous public flow, starting from
the coastal promenade of Izmir with a flow back into the city centre. The
design blends and merges coastline, urban hubs, intercity connections
and industrial districts.
The landscaper is on a path of continuous change within its very
form. Public parks and plazas aim to serve to all kinds of users; all Izmir
urbanites and visitors, as well as users with disabilities. The interlacing
structure responds to the three different levels of elevation, providing
opportunities for social-cultural interactions. Izmir Transportation Hub
is a living and perpetually changing structure with over/underpasses that
allow effortless flow.

