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To bring nature inside the VertU health bar was at the heart of
the ideation. The space represents different aspects of nature, 

formally or informally.

The Nutritowers are at the center of the space where a vertical 
indoor garden allows the client to grow fresh herbs throughout 
the year and where customers can enjoy a great meal filled with 
chlorophyll.

A sky blue ceiling reminds us of beautiful summer days. The use 
of pastel colors is an ode to the fruits and vegetables part of the 
menu such as mango, lemon, melon, green vegetables.

The large infinity table is also a reference to the cycle of nature. 
The freshness of the menu is in every detail of the design.

Issa design is a versatile environmental design agency working in 
the fields of commercial, corporative, institutional and residential. 
Issa design is specialized in interior design, creative consulting, 
and sustainable architecture. 

Integrating the brand's spirit and the user's needs, Issa design 
creates spaces that allow people to enjoy every day with a 
functional, aesthetically pleasing and sustainable environment 
while integrating design as a guarantee of success and 
betterment.

V E R T U H E A LT H B A R I N T R O D U C E S A R E F R E S H I N G D E S I G N 
F O R A H E A LT H Y M E N U
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The International Garden Festival invites visitors to 
explore twenty-six interactive garden installations 

created by seventy-two landscape architects, architects, 
designers and visual artists from nine countries. For 
the 17th edition, five new creations by designers from 
Canada, the United States, France and Switzerland will 
join the temporary installations on view and a sixth will 
be exhibited at special events throughout the summer.
 
Five new gardens of the 2016 edition of the Festival were 
selected by the jury from 203 projects submitted from 
31 countries for the annual competition. LE CAVEAU is a 
complex construction made of stone gabions that support 
a levitating green platform. CYCLOPS is gargantuan cone 
8 meters in diameter suspended over the forest floor. The 
MAISON DE JACQUES provides a happy home to a forest 
of beans where children can play hide-and-seek in one of 
many secret gardens. In TiiLT, 24 tents populate a space 
like a school of fish or a flock of birds. CARBONE offers a 
charred tree trunk, capturing carbon during its entire life 
and contributing to the renaissance of the forest.
 
These new installations create new experiences and 
environments to add to those of past editions. Visitors 
can explore the environment and experience the joy 
of moving mature trees along a hidden rail in I LIKE TO 
MOVE IT or admire the movement created by the wind 
from within the black and white bands of LINE GARDEN. 
The pure white walls of COURTESY OF NATURE reveal the 
hidden artistic genius of nature while SE MOUILLER (LA 
BELLE ÉCHAPPÉE) invites visitors to don a pair of colorful 
rubber boots to muck it up for themselves among the 
floating aquatic plants. The whistling white ribbons in 
LE BON ARBRE AU BON ENDROIT link a forest of hydro 
poles to teach about planting the right tree in the right 
place and provide a welcome perch to a resident flock of 
turkey vultures who have adopted them for their morning 
outing.

A sixth new garden, DRESS UP!, will be on view as a 
participatory event throughout the summer where visitors 
become the garden by donning one of colorful capes. 
Special events include the annual fundraising dinner in aid 
of the Festival in the potage on August 5 and a series of 
events to launch Experimenting Landscapes Testing the 
Limits of the Garden, a new book by Emily Waugh on the 
Festival to be published by Birkhäuser in September.

The Gardens are open every day until October 2, 2016. 
Children 13 and under are admitted free of charge. 
Season’s Passes are available.

For more information, visit 
www.refordgardens.com/english/.

T W E N T Y - S I X  G A R D E N S W I L L  B E  O N V I E W T H I S  S U M M E R 
AT T H E 17 T H E D I T I O N O F T H E I N T E R N AT I O N A L G A R D E N 
F E S T I VA L
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The chair met an immediate success right after its official release 

at the May 2016 New York ICFF Design Exhibition. Félix Guyon 

considers it as being part of Larose Guyon’s La Belle Époque 

collection. Larose Guyon is another business of Félix’s, one that he 

cofounded alongside his better half Audrée Larose in 2016. All of 

this collection’s objects and luminaires are inspired by the romantic 

period of time in Paris’ second industrialization which historians call 

“La Belle Époque”. 

Each of their collection’s creation bears the name of a famous 

person from the end of the 19thcentury and this new chair is no 

exception to that rule, as its namesake was one of the first movie 

directors. It was inspired by Georges Méliès’ magical universe, where 

imagination soars in a boundless sky and the past and future meet. 

Georges Méliès, a pioneer of the surrealist genre, has long been an 

inspiration to Félix Guyon “I don’t think I will ever grow out of it; I 

desperately need to infuse poetry and magic in this world. I believe 

IS THERE ANYTHING MORE EFFORTLESSLY CHIC THAN 
A SUSPENDED CHAIR? FELIX GUYON STICKS TO HIS 
GUNS IN THIS NEW TRADEMARK SERIES 

it is at the heart of what I do. I believe it is my mission. In my line of 

work, we don’t save lives; a designer’s work is pointless in a way, or at 

least far from being vital. But beauty and magic are, in order to make 

sense out of our short time on this Earth. And I feel they must be 

pushed forward, whatever the price.”

For this suspended chair, which will be part of his upcoming furniture 

collection, Félix admits to the cold sweat that comes with struggling 

for such a balance between toughness and lightness, between “art 

deco” elegance and contemporariness.  

This chair is the first of a new collection that should be launched 

next year. A reading chair, a dinner table chair, a coffee table and a 

few luminaires will also be featured. It is a daunting task, since every 

piece requires several months of development. 

For more information, visit www.lesateliers-guyon.com.
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The designer Gunilla Lagerhem Ullberg has balanced various colours 

carefully, inspired by coat fabrics from the world of fashion in Kasthalls 

new rug John. The rug John is woven in a blend of the finest wool and 

linen in a combination of bouclé yarn and wool yarn that form a pattern 

of diffuse squares. John comes in five different colours, including two 

with glittering additions in the form of Lurex yarn.

Gunilla used influences from the great fashion houses by creating and 

reproducing the fashion industry’s fast cycles into something durable 

in Kasthall’s rugs. In Gunilla’s way of thinking, rugs were fashion. She 

commented that Kasthall’s rugs were based on tradition, however 

this should be constantly renewed, to take tradition and turn it into 

something new: cherishing the old and creating something new.

The challenge of outsmarting the machines and finding new ways 

to create designs was something that motivated rather than limited 

her. Gunilla found new ways to create designs and develop weaving 

techniques with new materials and combinations, rather than being 

satisfied with conventional techniques.

For more information, visit www. grandrelations.com.

KASTHALL LAUNCHES A NEW 
RUG IN TIME FOR FALL 2016, 
INFUSING GEOMETRY WITH 
DAZZLING COLORS
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Audrée L. Larose and Félix Guyon are officially launching their innovative 

high-end lighting fixtures influenced by the romanticism of their collection 

La Belle Époque. It’s with enthusiasm that they will be presenting them for 

the first time at the ICFF in New York City this coming May 14 to 17. At the 

same time, Félix Guyon, founder of Les Ateliers Guyon, will present his new 

hanging chair, The Méliès.

 

Inspired by the abstract and absurd world of the famous director Georges 

Méliès, The Méliès chair is an homage to dreams and creativity. The 

Squarespace headquarters in New York City has already purchased the first 

three chairs of the series.

Based in Verchères, on the outskirts of Montreal, Larose Guyon matches 

the use of choice materials with a great formal purity to create high-end, 

original, distinctive items; meticulously crafted down to its finest detail.

By combining both complementary visions, Larose Guyon provides simple, elegant, functional 

objects. Through a romantic aesthetics of items of blatant luxury, haloed in warmth and humility, they 

infect daily life with poetry and beauty. As their approach is imbued with refinement and distinction, 

they get their inspiration from nature, art, past aeons and traditions. Branded with their love, Larose 

Guyon products are created, drawn and crafted objects cast in their image with the help of local 

artisans and their know-how.

For more information, visit www.laroseguyon.com.

LAROSE GUYON’S NEW LIGHTING 
FIXTURES COLLECTION INSPIRES 
AWE FROM ITS INTRICATE DESIGN, 
SNAPPING UP A TOUCH OF CLASS 
IN ANY ROOM
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Parqer Glass has been awarded with the Red Dot for their innovative 

outdoor wine glass, the international distinction for high design quality.  

Maybe you know the feeling when you want to enjoy a nice glass of 

wine outside on a beautiful late summer afternoon? When selecting the 

right wine for this moment, immediately the question will pop up. What 

kind of glass fits this occasion? Probably you end up with a shaky wine 

glass, a plastic camping mug or a leaky plastic cup. 

Parqer Glass has now come with a solution for these situations. The 

Parqer is a classic wine glass where the foot is replaced by an aluminum 

pin that can be ‘parqed’ at any soft surface. It brings the real wine 

experience into nature by making it stable and comfortable. 

The glasses are packed in an easy-to-carry box that is shockproof and 

easily stored.

For more information, visit www.parqerglass.com.

BRING THE REAL WINE EXPERIENCE 
INTO NATURE WITH FULL COMFORT 
AND STABILITY; MEET THE GLASS 
THAT DOESN’T TOPPLE
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Text & photos by Elsa Urquijo

The social charity institution Padre Rubinos was 
born in A Coruña nearly a century ago with a 
dedication to give shelter and asylum to the needy. 
Later it has continued growing and expanding 
its scope to nursery schools and the elderly. Now, 
Spanish architect Elsa Urquijo presents their new 
headquarter to us. This is one of the most important 
in the country in its field because it unifies a wide 
range of services (shelter, nursery, nursing home, 
etc.) in a unique architectural complex.

The design has born in a quiet way of understanding 
architecture. The building is conceived as a shelter 
for the life that transcends in it, a serene space, 
unpretentious and to endure. The use of horizontal 
lines arises from the search for peace and relaxation 
creating a sequence of measured and ordered spaces.

A SHELTER FOR 

It is an architectural space that revolves around 
those individuals in need, the academic composition 
of the facade and featuring a portico at the entrance 
that surrounds and defines a square, open to the 
city. They re-assume the concept of cloister attuned 
to the religious character and social work of the 
institution.
 
The idea of a patio is repeated throughout the 
architectural complex as focal point of the different 
spaces seeking to strengthen the clarity, light and 
visual continuity between interior and exterior. 
Different volumes fit the morphology of the terrain 
so that both ground floor and the upper floors 
maintain direct external communication.

LIFE
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The nursing home for the elderly occupies the most extensive 
use of the complex. At the ground floor are the common areas 
like living rooms, professional offices, therapy rooms, etc. while 
at the upper two floors private areas are located linked to the 
bedrooms. 

Special care has been taken in the use of materials that meet the 
requirements for a building of these characteristics: high quality, 
strength, durability, ecology (we use a kind of floor which catalyze 

the carbon dioxide as leafs in the forest do). Meanwhile giving 
humanity, serenity and warmth to the interior (warm soil, wood 
texture, natural fabrics, etc.)

The nursery school is set on a single floor. The clarity and spatial 
continuity between the classrooms allow for a versatile use of the 
same. A visual and symbolic relationship to the common areas of 
the nursing home is also sought after so that both generations can 
relate and bond.
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The homeless shelter is divided into 3 different uses: accommodation, dining 
and a center of ongoing social care to be carried out mainly on the ground floor 
and the upper floor reserved for the rooms. The access to the homeless shelter 
goes back to the concept of an open space whose portico gives a human scale 
and protects the visitor.

Besides these basic uses, the complex also includes a residence for the sisters. 
They manage the homeless shelter, headquarters for the institution and area 
representative with an assembly hall and a chapel which is a symbol and an 
attraction within the complex.

Their presence is evidenced by clearly recognizable elements as the bell tower 
and the entrance with orderly and serene architecture. 

The entrance is through a secluded and warm space arriving to a magnified 
space which enhances the symbolism of the place. This in turn embraces us by 
the horizontal line of the wooden plinth which returns it to a human scale.



This issue, we take a look at what’s beneath our 
feet – our floors. In recent years, flooring has 
taken the spotlight. From geometry to marble, 
the flooring industry has inspired a league of 
trends that has, in turn, weaved itself into the 
other elements of a room. It should not come 
as a surprise – after all, all it takes is an elaborate 
refurnish of your floors to transform a room into 

something more!

The biggest question: which one is best for me? 
This is dependent on factors ranging from the 
mood you wish to create, the current furniture 
styles in the room, the wallpaper or wall color 
at the moment. Because of the broadness of 
choice, we have narrowed it down to wooden 

flooring for this issue. 

Here are six different surfaces, varying in styles 
and materials, which can suit any home.

Text and photo credits: 
To the individual manufacturers 

mentioned in this article.
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The wood is smooth or raw textured and, at times, creates an openwork 
siding, depending on the façade, bringing lightness and joy to the 
house. Unlike the usual cookie cutter, this particular piece brings about 
a quiet elegance to the room. The polished surface matches easily with 
most contemporary furniture.

For more information, visit www.acdf.ca.

The "Blanche" Chalet  
by ACDF Architecture
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Saigon house opts for a polished wood finished flooring, perfectly 
complementing their wooden staircase and railing insertions. This 
livens up their choice of white-painted brick walls, elevating the 
room into a rustic abode. Because both these elements are timeless 
and subtle, they offer potential for bright, creative furniture.

For more information, visit www.a21studio.com.vn.

Saigon House 
by a21studĩo
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Looking for a complete kitchen overhaul?

The kitchen is, after all, the most important room in a home. Where else 
can you prepare yourself pampering meals after a long day? In fact, kitchen 
remodeling is one of the most sought-after requests. We want more tech – 

an in-built oven, a concealable grill, maybe a sliding cupboard. While we are 
at it, we are thinking of a new coat of color, a new style addition. 

This issue, we explore something special. Instead of taking apart the kitchen 
elements and highlighting them piece by piece, we are exploring full 

makeovers. From space-age kitchens to café-styled pantries, each of these 
kitchens have their own distinctive feature to bring to the (dining) table.

Here are six kitchen overhaul muses, which are you most inspired by?

Product Highlights: Garden Void House by Alva Roy Architects, Vogue 
Metal by Binova, Metris Select Mixer and Axor Citterio Select Kitchen 
Mixer by Hansgrohe, Pitt by Reginox, WMF NATURamic by WMF

KITCHEN 
SPACE 
SHOWCASE
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The kitchen here is trendy, employing 
elements of marble and half-bleached teak. 
The space was built to marry the architectural 
design and vision with the functionality 
requirements outlined by client. As a result, 
Alva Roy Architects created a modern kitchen 
that dedicated to the client’s desires while 
adding a spiritual feeling to the space through 
interior gardening and an exterior green 
courtyard at the basement level. It transforms 
the traditional sense of what a kitchen is, no 
longer the surrounding, but the center of the 
home and the house surrounded the kitchen.

Garden Void House  
by Alva Roy Architects




