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From Montreal, Canada 

A Waterfront, Reborn in Canada
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Designed by Provencher_Roy, the plans for the restoration of the Alexandra 
Pier and the Iberville International Passenger Terminal in Montreal marks 
the potential rejuvenation of an entire area. At a time when the creation 
of public spaces is increasingly important, the firm has worked to deliver a 
totally renovated maritime terminal that has been upgraded to meet the current 
operational needs of cruise lines and to better integrate the pier and the 
terminal into the urban fabric of Old Montréal and to satisfy citizens' wishes 
for greater access to the waterfront. 
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In an effort to bring the structure closer to the city, the terminal will be redesigned bringing it forward to the entrance of Al-
exandra Pier and closer to the shops of Old Port. All the functions of the terminal will now take place on the ground floor and 
the design features loop lanes for vehicles in order to improve traffic flow. A pedestrian walkway will also be included, further 
improving access. The citizens of Montreal will have access to a landscaped esplanade located on the roof of the terminal. 
This pedestrian path will represent a sizeable addition to the Old Port's network of public spaces and help forge stronger ties 
between the Saint Lawrence River, the terminal and the urban fabric. “From the project's outset, our aim was to extend the 
Old Port's linear park onto the pier. We wanted to create a space that emphasizes the historical richness of the site while also 
providing a park, a place to relax, and a space that people could make their own,” said Sonia Gagné, architect and partner 
at Provencher_Roy. One of the project's more innovative features is the proposed addition of a tower the primary function of 
which will be to convey and embody Alexandra Pier's maritime importance. Like a lighthouse, it will constitute the first means 
by which ships and passengers will see the port; for Montrealers, it will signal the location of the river. Thanks to several el-
evated viewing platforms, the tower will offer a unique vantage point for observing the city and river, and enable visitors to 
discover the city upon arrival in the port. It will also serve as a transitional element connecting the raised esplanade, the mar-
itime terminal, and the new park at the tip of Alexandra Pier. Rich in both history and function, this port complex is a worthy 
addition to Montreal. 
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