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Patkau Architects and Brook McIlroy to 
design Thunder Bay Art Gallery.

Following a three-year selection process, Pat-
kau Architects in joint venture with Brook 
McIlroy Architects have won a commission  
to design a new art gallery in Thunder Bay.

The gallery will be located on the waterfront 
in Tugboat Bay. Federal, provincial and muni-
cipal governments have announced a shared 
$2.2 million for its design.

Patkau Architects’ portfolio includes such 
landmarks as the Beaty Biodiversity Museum 
in Vancouver and the School of Art at the 
University of Manitoba. The firm plans to in-
tegrate the landscape of Thunder Bay into the 
new art gallery by establishing a design sensi-
tive to the local context and culture.

Brook McIlroy Architects will oversee the 
project. Recently, founding principal Calvin 
Brook led a revitalization of Thunder Bay’s 
waterfront that received broad recognition  
in national and international award programs. 
Partnerships with First Nations stakeholders 
comprise a strong focus of the firm, which has 
designed places that ref lect indigenous culture 
and provide enhanced opportunities for these 
communities. 

The preliminary design for the Thunder Bay 
Art Gallery will be released in the fall, with 
completion anticipated for 2019.
www.patkau.ca

CannonDesign and NEUF architect(e)s 
nears completion of first phase of North 
America’s largest healthcare project.

After nearly a decade of work, CannonDesign 
and NEUF architect(e)s are nearing the com-
pletion of the first phase of the Centre Hos-
pitalier de l’Université de Montréal (CHUM), 
the largest healthcare construction project  
in North America.

The CHUM teaching hospital is also the 
largest public–private partnership healthcare 
project in Canada, and revitalizes an entire 
sector of Montreal’s urban core. The complex 
will include 772 single-bed patient rooms, 39 
operating theatres and more than 400 clinics 
and examination rooms.

Beyond the logistical scope of merging 
three aging hospitals—St-Luc, Hôtel-Dieu 
and Notre-Dame—under a single roof, the 
CHUM project integrates social infrastruc-
ture and urban renewal mandates. The 
22-storey complex, spanning over three mil-
lion square feet and encompassing two full 
city blocks, will play an important role in re-
generating the neglected east-end of Mont-
real’s downtown core, reconnecting the city’s 
urban fabric and anchoring the Quartier de  

ABOVE A rendering of the Centre Hospitalier de l’Université de Montréal, by CannonDesign and 
NEUF architect(e)s. The nearly completed first phase includes all clinical spaces.

la Santé, Montreal’s new healthcare district.
Following the project’s initiation in 2009,  

the team reconfigured the indicative design  
in order to accelerate development. Phase one, 
which is now nearing completion, will deliver 
the hospital’s core healthcare capabilities, in-
cluding all patient rooms, operating theatres, 
diagnostic and therapeutics, as well as the onc-
ology program. This leaves only offices, a con-
ference centre and additional ambulatory 
spaces for phase two, to be completed in 2021.  
Residents can thus start benefitting from the 
much-needed state-of-the-art healthcare infra-
structure years sooner than anticipated.

To break down the massive scale of the 
project, the design team wove an undulating 
public space into the campus to make it as 
open, transparent and welcoming as possible. 
The space connects entrances on all sides  
of the complex and enhances the urban f low. 
The main entrance of the CHUM campus 
will include s a large inner courtyard, the  
Esplanade Jardin, where a contrasting copper-
clad theatre will serve as a visual reference  
to foster intuitive wayfinding.
www.chumontreal.qc.ca

Eva’s Phoenix opens, and Waterworks 
revitalization plans unveiled in Toronto.

Plans are taking shape for the transformation 
of the former St. Andrew’s Market site in the 
west end of downtown Toronto. 

This September, a new facility for the non-
profit organization Eva’s Phoenix opened inside 
a section of a 1930s public utilities building on 
the site. Designed by LGA Architectural Part-
ners, it offers transitional housing and training 
for homeless youth. The program includes 

shared townhouse-style units, around a private 
indoor street, that accommodate 50 youths. 
They are permitted to live there for a year while 
receiving valuable support, life skills and em-
ployment training to transition to independent 
living. 

The block dates back to 1837 when it served 
as the city’s St. Andrew’s Market. The property 
has worn many hats—playing home to a police 
station, library and community hall before its 
incarnation as an Art Deco-designed water 
treatment facility in 1932.

On the north side of the site, a new project 
called Waterworks will transform another sec-
tion of the public utilities building into urban 
condos, a bountiful food hall and Toronto’s 
newest YMCA, all connected to the city’s St. 
Andrew’s Playground.

Designed by Diamond Schmitt Architects 
and spearheaded by MOD Developments and 
Woodcliffe Landmark Properties, the Water-
works project will preserve the monument’s rich 
Toronto origins, while also bringing a breath  
of fresh air to the presently abandoned section 
of the building.
www.evas.ca

 
World’s tallest timber building tops out  
in Vancouver.

The first phase of the University of British Col-
umbia’s Brock Commons residence, an 18-stor-
ey mass timber structure, has topped out. When 
completed in mid-2017, the 53-metre-tall build-
ing will provide housing for 404 students and 
will be recognized as the tallest mass timber  
hybrid building in the world.
     The $51.5 million project is designed  
by Acton Ostry Architects, with tall-wood  
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The fortunes of Sept-Îles, Quebec, and Aluminerie Alouette are closely 
interconnected. In 1989, the company—now the largest aluminum smelt-
er in the Americas—established its first facility in the northeastern region 
of the province. The area encompasses a mainland community of 26,000 
and a sparsely populated scattering of St. Lawrence River islands. 

Aluminerie Alouette has more than doubled its Sept-Îles base of 
operation since then, and continues to expand—due in part to a quid 
pro quo accord struck between the Province of Quebec and the region’s 
largest employer in 2011. The smelter agreed to construct a $10-million 
university building in Sept-Îles, in exchange for access to additional 
electricity from the province to increase its aluminum production.

Previously, the Université du Québec à Chicoutimi  (UQAC) offered  
an adult education program at the Cégep de Sept-Îles—part of the prov-
ince-wide junior college network. The new 3,200-square-metre Alouette-
UQAC university building, which opened at the end of 2014, significant-
ly expands local access to higher education. Adjacent the Cégep and 
designed to accommodate 400 students, it is already nearing capacity.

The three-storey university building was designed by BGLA Archi-
tecture + Design Urbain, which has a satellite office in Sept-Îles in 
addition to its Quebec City and Montreal studios. The design team 
conceived Alouette-UQAC as an educational facility that would show-
case aluminum’s many uses in construction, including in sustainable 
technologies, while also drawing parallels between the processes  
of refining aluminum and gaining knowledge.

That analogy runs through the building from its north façade to its 
south-facing atrium. The perforated, convex aluminum panels that 
screen the north side from a public plaza represent “raw knowledge.” 

The inner wall of the atrium is the “knowledge filter”—a porous surface 
of foamed aluminum, manufactured in Ontario by Cymat Technologies 
from recycled cans. Along the glazed south side, the triple-height atri-
um, designed for use by university and Cégep students as well as the 
community at large, is the “knowledge crossroads,” a place for sharing 
what has been learned. 

Other elements throughout Alouette-UQAC are also constructed from 
aluminum, ranging from the feature stair’s structural frame and rail-
ings, to the modular wall system that allows faculty and administrative 
offices to be reconfigured to meet future needs. 

To BGLA’s Pierre André Lévesque, MIRAC, it was important for 
Sept-Îles’ first university building to employ advanced sustainability 
techniques, demonstrating how greater knowledge can lead to greater 
good. Key green design attributes include glulam timber and CLT panel 
construction, and a solar wall that preheats fresh air before it enters the 
ventilation system. 

But the most compelling sustainability story involves the innovative 
solar collectors on the roof, manufactured by Rackam of Sherbrooke, 
Quebec, and making their institutional project debut at Alouette-
UQAC. Installation of the geothermal system integral to the building’s 
hybrid technology loop is not yet complete, but when it is up and run-
ning, the combination of the collectors and an ejector-compression cool-
ing system will not only harness the sun’s heat to warm the building  
in the colder months, but also use it for cooling in the warmer months. 

And of course, the collectors are made of aluminum.

Pamela Young is a Toronto-based writer, editor and communications manager.

ALOUETTE-UQAC UNIVERSITY BUILDING
SEPT-ÎLES, QUEBEC
BGLA ARCHITECTURE + DESIGN URBAIN

1 The university building showcases aluminum in many forms, including innovative solar collectors on the roof that contribute to both heating and 
cooling needs. 2 The primary structure is made of glulam and CLT wood products. 3 Foamed aluminum gives a unique texture to the inner wall of 
the atrium. 4 The daylit atrium serves as an informal gathering place for the surrounding community. 5 Perforated aluminum sheets, arrayed in sail-
like panels, provide solar shading along one of the building’s main façades. 5 Structural cross-bracing is exposed in a seminar room.
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