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LIGHTEMOTION WINS THREE IEX-MONTREAL LUMIERE 15/16 
ILLUMINATION AWARDS

From Burj Kal i fa in Dubai to the architectural l ighting 
of the Complexe Desjardins in Montreal, Lightemotion 

is an independent f irm located in Montreal known for its 
large-scale projects on f ive continents.

In the last year, the company was rewarded with three 
I l lumination Awards by the I l luminating Engineering Society. 
The I l luminating Engineering Society of North America 
( IES) is a non-profit learned society that was founded in 
1906. The IES’s stated mission is to improve the l ighted 
environment by bringing together those with l ighting 
knowledge and by translating that knowledge into actions 
that benefit the public.
 
A Colossal Project To Undertake

Honored with the interior l ighting I l lumination Award for its 
l ighting design concept for the Burj Dubai Mall Expansion, 
Lightemotion is undeniably international ly renowned. 
Mandated by the f irm to highl ight their interior design the 
Montreal f irm needed to create a specif ic signature for 
the 125th and 148th f loors of the tal lest bui lding in the 
world. These two areas include a luxurious lounge, upscale 
boutique and a huge 360-degree observatory.

The Montreal firm had to create a total symbiosis between 
the building’s architecture and its l ighting. “The architecture 

is extremely organic and light was thought to be completely 
articulated within it,” says Roupinian, President and design 
Lightemotion. The lighting of the 125th floor of the Burj 
Dubai Mall Expansion represented a real challenge for Mr. 
Roupinian and his team as they needed to create an intimate 
atmosphere that would also be visible throughout the city.
 
Iconic Il lumination For The Complexe Desjardins

The Montreal sky would not be the same without the 
presence of Lightemotion. Mandated to posit ion the 
Complexe Desjardins as a key element of the Quartier 
des Spectacles sector, the f irm is responsible for the 
i l lumination of the three towers.
 
Distinguished with the architectural I l lumination Award, 
Lightemotion created a two-level l ighting that is far from 
static. “We strongly bel ieve in creating different l ight scape 
scenarios in the Montreal skyl ight, so this concept evolves 
during the evening,” says Roupinian.
 
The great chal lenge of this project was to f ind a t imeless 
signature unique to Desjardins. The outdoor l ighting also 
needed to be harmonized with the interior l ighting master 
plan created by the f irm in 2008. This long process has 
transformed the Complexe Desjardins, reducing its power 
consumption by 67%.

http://www.igem.my
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A Vast Forest Of Lampshades

Mandated by the City of Quebec and the Quebec Tourist 
Information Center, Lightemotion has created the winter 
i l lumination of Cartier Avenue. Resembling Chinese 
lanterns, this vast forest of 34 lampshades inspired by the 
works of Alfred Pellan and Fernand Leduc, was the winner 
of the outdoor l ighting I l lumination Award.
 
The company chose to create a virtual gal lery of artwork 
that could be changed every year. This concept, which 
wil l  extend to other arteries, represented an enormous 
technical chal lenge for Lightemotion. The Montreal f irm 
had to design a tool that the cl ient can himself art iculate 
and that is perfectly suited to the harsh winter weather. 
Let’s not forget that this instal lat ion is part of a broad 
plan to posit ion Quebec City as the winter capital of North 
America.
 
What Lightemotion Is About

The Lightemotion team is composed of l ight ing and 
theatre designers, l ight ing engineers, inter ior architects 
and market ing consultants from the four corners of 
the globe. The f i rm sets i tsel f  apart from others by i ts 
mult idiscipl inary team and i ts art ist ic approach, focusing 
on the needs of i ts customers. Able to intervene in f ive 
di fferent languages, this eclect ic team works with the 
same passion and technical r igor regardless of the size 
of a project.

Amongst its most recent projects, the Montreal f irm has 
created the Lighting of four Singapore Museums, as well as 
the l ighting design for the biggest train museum in Europe; 
Brussels’ Train World.

Closer to home, we can note the recently completed Lighting 
Master Plan of Parl iament Hil l  in Ottawa, and the Lighting 
of the Lac Leamy Casino. Lightemotion is currently hard at 
work on the great Queen El izabeth Fairmont Revital ization 
project in Montreal.
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Lambert et Fils + 
Coop Etabli

Creative Firms: Lambert et Fils and Coop Etabli

Text: Lambert et Fils

Photo Credits: Arseni Khamzin

Montreal, Canada
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Lambert et Fi ls and Coop Établi, two of the most creative 
design f irms in Québec, are unit ing their efforts. Lighting 
creator Lambert et Fi ls welcomes Coop Établi, purveyors 
of local ly designed furniture, to their new showroom.
 
For Samuel Lambert, President and Founder of Lambert 
et Fi ls, the event is an important one: "The fact that two 
very dynamic companies join forces indicates a very strong 
ambit ion and sends a very posit ive message to customers 
and the design community," he explains.
 
"This unprecedented col laboration is great news for both 
our companies," says Evel ine Simard, president of Coop 
Établi. "Our products complement and highl ight the value 
of each other, and customers of Coop Établi, who wil l 
f inal ly have a place to appreciate our furniture f irst-hand, 
wil l  also discover the l ighting at Lambert et Fi ls."
 
The reputation of Lambert et Fi ls already exceeds our 
borders and a growing proportion of its l ighting sales is 
now done international ly. For its part, Coop Etabli brought 
together a dozen of Quebec’s pre-eminent young designers 
and chose an original local manufacturing model, closer to 
its various markets.
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Designer: Lemay and Lightemotion
Developer: Public Services and Procurement Canada (PSPC)

Photographs and Text: V2Com

Parliamentary 
Precinct

Canada
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T The Parliamentary Precinct, 
which includes, the Parliament 
Hill, the Rideau Canal, a UNESCO 

World Heritage Site, the commercial 
Sparks Street, and the Confederation 
Boulevard, will be brought to light by an 
Exterior Lighting Master Plan, developed 
by Lemay and Lightemotion on behalf 
of Public Services and Procurement 
Canada (PSPC). The Plan will enrich and 
enhance the experience of night time 
pedestrians over the coming years. To 
be implemented gradually on a project 
by project basis as opportunities arise, 
the Master Plan provides guidance 
to PSPC when implementing exterior 
lighting for the Precinct’s buildings and 
grounds.

Drawing its inspiration from the image 
of a diamond, the “Jewels in the Night” 
concept combines frontal and detail 
lighting to give the impression that 
the illuminations are outlined against a 
black sky. In certain locations, the play 
of shadow and light will bring out the 
dramatic and mysterious aspects of the 
Gothic Revival buildings on Parliament 
Hill, thus emphasizing the contrasts 
and the tensions in the landscape in the 
chiaroscuro style. Distributed according 
to four hierarchical levels of light, the 
illumination will reveal and reinforce the 
comparative prominence of the various 
buildings in the Parliamentary Precinct.

The main objective of this lighting 
master plan is to tell a story and offer 
night time pedestrians a stimulating 
view that contrasts from the one 
offered by day. Thus, certain areas 
have subdued lighting to set off the 
bright jewels of Parliament Hill. Other 
areas seek to show respect for the 
natural or heritage aspects of the site. 
Imagine a walk through the illuminated 
Parliamentary Precinct, where light 
reveals the unique heritage character 
elements of each building while inviting 
visitors to discover and explore the site’s 
landscape. At the end of the walk, the 
climax of the show will be revealed on 
the Peace Tower and the Parliamentary 
Library, with a luminous, dynamic but 
subtle display that suggests the beating 
of the nation’s heart.
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The Vision

The vision developed for the Lighting 
Plan aims to enrich and enhance the 
night-time experience of the symbolic, 
environmental and heritage primacy of 
the site. Fourteen guiding principles 
developed by the landscape architects, 
support this vision: respect, symbolic 
primacy, security and accessibility, 
preserving the heritage, adaptability, 
creativity and innovation, operations, 
stewardship, partnerships, hierarchy, 
viewing points, the visitor experience, 
sustainable development and balance. 

The Artistic and Technological 

Revolution In Lighting

With the evolution of the lighting 
industry, the Parliamentary Precinct will 
benefit from an artistic vision to create a 
unique night time experience, and tell a 
story. Moreover, LED technology offers 
the opportunity to produce unique, high 
quality backdrops at low cost, controlled 
by computers via a DMX system. As a 
result, il lumination will be balanced 
throughout the implementation of 
the numerous projects, so that the 
hierarchy within the Precinct remains 
obvious at all times.
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About Lemay

Founded in 1957 as an architectural firm, Lemay is one of 
Canada’s leading integrated environmental design firms, 
combining architecture, urban design, interior design, 
landscape architecture, structural engineering and branding 
into a multidisciplinary and synergetic offer. Now well 
established in Canada, United States, China, Algeria, Costa 
Rica, in the Caribbean and the Middle-East, Lemay brings 
together nearly 350 professionals who offer their creativity to 
support their clients’ business strategies.

Recognized by Deloitte as one of Canada's 50 Best Managed 
Companies, Lemay has been the driving force behind several 
landmark projects that have garnered attention here and 
abroad, most notably the New City of El-Menia in Algeria, 
the STM Stinson transport centre, the Place d'Armes, the 
Montréal–Pierre Elliott Trudeau International Airport, the 
Astral Head Office and the Centre Bell (in consortium).
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Montreal, Québec

Artist: Linda Covit
Materials: Painted aluminum, LED projectors, programming equipment

Dimensions: 13 m x 15,75 m diameter / 42’8” x 51’8” diameter
Lamp Posts: 51 cm x 122 x 122 cm / 6’5” x 4’ x 4’

Location: McGill University Health Centre - Glen Site (MUHC), Montreal
Client: Commissioned by the MUHC

Fabrication: Michel Bernier
Structural Engineering: Nicolet, Chartrand, Knoll Ltée

Technical Drawings and Renderings: Plan HB
Installation: Formaviva

Lighting: Blue Hour Design
Photo Credits: Marc Cramer

McGill University 
Health Centre 
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The MUHC (McGill University 
Health Centre) is one of the 

world’s foremost academic health 
centres. The new hospital,  opening 
in April 2015 at the Glen site, is the 
redevelopment project that will 
create leading-edge facilities in 
three sites.
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Havre was completed in November 2014, the largest 
of eleven public art commissions spread throughout 
the new MUHC hospital complex and the largest 
commission of the Quebec government ’s Integration of 
art to architecture 1% policy realized to date. Sited on 
the entranceway grounds the objectives included being 
highly visible to road traffic and to commuters in the 
nearby trains, drawing people into the landscaped site 
with its many public gardens, and becoming an iconic 
symbol for the hospital.  While scaled to the immensity 
of the site Havre also retains a more intimate experience. 
Conveyed as a “sculptural embrace” it welcomes patients, 
visitors, staff and passers-by into the artwork through 
three “doors”, offering a personal experience.
 
During the day natural l ight projects patterns of shadows 
through the artwork , transforming with the hours, days 
and seasons. During evening hours three sequences each 
thir ty minutes long bathe the artwork in subtle shades of 
blue / blue-green, colours that evoke both air (sky) and 
water, elements essential to life. Ŷ
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Montreal, Canada

Seesaw Design: Lateral Office and CS Design
Sound Design: Mitchell Akiyama

Mechanical Design and Production: Générique Design
Electronic and Interactive Production: Robocut Studio 

Video Projections: Maotik and Iregular

Luminotherapie
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Montreal ’s Quartier des Spectacles, a 1 km2 section of the city ’s 
downtown, boasts North America’s highest concentration and greatest 

diversity of cultural venues. The district has built a strong identity as a place 
for creativity, per formance and entertainment. Thanks to a major overhaul of 
its public spaces begun in the late 2000s, the neighborhood has emerged as 
a showcase for Montreal ’s vitality. 

As a UNESCO Cityof Design, the city has made creativity the driving force 
behind its r ising international profile. The Quartier des Spectacles Partnership 
is mandated to help maintain this strategic district ’s l iveliness year round – 
even in the depths of winter – by hosting activities in the Quartier ’s public 
spaces. These productions are intended to complement the cultural offerings 
presented by the Partnership’s members and the area’s per formance venues. 

In addition to hosting some 40 
festivals and many other events in 
the Quartier, the Partnership presents 
free outdoor cultural activities by 
providing financial,  logistical or 
technical support to creators of 
innovative cultural projects selected 
or produced via competitions, calls 
for proposals, commissions and co-
production.

The interactive work on the Place des 
Festivals presents a series of giant 
il luminated and sound-producing 
seesaws. To activate them, visitors 
straddle them like any other seesaw. 
Once in motion, the built-in lights 
and speakers produce a harmonious 
sequence of sounds and lights, 
resulting in a constantly evolving 
ephemeral composition.

Presenting light installation 
Impluse,  the titular project of 
2015/16
Through the use of architectural 
l ines, a hypnotic soundtrack and an 
entertaining il lusion of depth, the 
nine architectural video projections 
echo the seesaws of the Place des 
Festivals. Playing with the notions 
of balance and unbalance, symmetry 
and asymmetry, tension and 
harmony, the video projections are 
visual experiments il lustrating the 
original soundtrack created for each 
video.
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Impulse is an urban installation 
that renews itself for every different 
audience. Each person becomes, 
while on the seesaws, the player of a 
novel instrument.

Luminothérapie is refreshing itself for 
its seventh edition, in 2016-17. The 
Quartier des Spectacles is bringing 
something new to the competition 
by providing a theme: participants 
must work within the theme “tale”. 
Chosen for its narrative power, the 
tale – which can take many different 
forms (fantastical or urban, classic 
or newly created) – must provide a 
captivating experience. 

The winning designers will present 
an installation on the Place des 
Festivals that creates a sense of 
wonder both day and night, while 
encouraging the participation of a 
broad audience, including families. 
Architectural video projections for 
two adjacent building façades will 
complete a unified concept through 
integration with the narrative 
structure of the primary work . Ŷ
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Montreal, Canada

Design Director: Roupinian
Scenography Designer: Francois Schuiten and Expoduo

Text: Lightemotion
Photo Credits: Trainworld

Belgian Railway Museum 
Train World 
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T rain World,  the new Belgian 
rai lway museum, opened on 

September 25 after ten years of work 
and an investment of 25 mil l ion 
euros.  Lightemotion, creative off ice 
in Montreal,  is  pleased to have 
par ticipated in the l ighting of this 
new past,  present and future rai lway 
showcase, which exhibits the most 
beautiful  or iginal pieces of the 
countr y ’s histor y collection.
 
Scenography, designed by the 
Belgian ar tist François Schuiten 
and Expoduo  plunges us into a 
true multisensor y and theatr ical 
universe.  The staging of spaces 
and objects had to be supported 
by an exclusive l ighting layout.  Mr. 
Schuiten immediately requested 
the ser vices of the Lightemotion 
team, who has worked on more than 
twenty international projects.
 
The f irst act of these “opera of the 
train” star ts in Schaerbeek Station, 
Belgian rai lway architectural  jewel 
and one of the oldest stations in 
the countr y,  located in the hear t 
of Europe, constructed on the f irst 
rai l  track of the continent l ink ing 
Brussels and Mechelen. I t  is  now 
connected to a new industr ial 
hangar via the rai lway garden.
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This 86,000 sq.ft .  hangar contains 4 exhibit ion halls where you can admire 
several  locomotives,  including the Pays de Waes,  the oldest preser ved steam 
locomotive in Europe, as well  as a thousand of objects related to the rai lway 
world,  drawings and models.  Diversity and difference in scale of the exhibits 
brought the creators of Lightemotion to use l ighting systems, architectural 
technology and unusual applications.
 
“ We had to think outside the box. We used, for example,  l ighting systems 
designed for outdoors use to obtain the power and durabil ity required for 
locomotives highlighting” explains Roupinian, President,  Design Director at 
Lightemotion. The project required more than 2,000 LED lamps and metal 
hal ide,  known as “Metalarc” widely used in movie projectors and theater.  The 
l ight through a thorough study of exposed volumes carefully embraces ever y 
detai l .  Each l ight source was custom tai lored to the scenography needs and 
context.  Simulations using 3D software have achieved an unprecedented 
level of precision for highlighting the project.

The l ighting is at t imes dramatic,  at t imes vibrant,  at t imes animated. 
Each exhibit ion hall  is  unique and presents a var iety of environments to 
be experienced by its visitors.  The space, object,  l ight,  image and sound 
combine to create a multisensor y experience to carr y us into the Belgian 
rai lway world,  the oldest network of the European continent.  Ŷ
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LAURENT
By Lambert et Fils

www.lambertetfils.com

The studio distills a globe pendant’s duality between sphere 
and circle to its essence. In keeping with its commitment to 
working with local, skilled trades, the team called upon the 
expertise of a Quebec glass blower to craft this latest piece. 
An adjustable suspension system of wires and anchors 
HSSV^Z�[OL�WLUKHU[»Z�ÄUHS�MVYT�[V�]HY �̀�MYVT�H�W\YL��TPUPTHSPZ[�
orb to something more intricate and Art Deco. “Our research 
focused on the surface and the form. Here, the globe acts as 
the link between the two,” says Samuel Lambert, the studio’s 
MV\UKLY�HUK�SLHK�KLZPNULY��;OL�KPќLYLU[�]HYPH[PVUZ�THRL�P[�HU�
HW[�SPNO[PUN�Ä_[\YL�MVY�[OL�OVTL�HZ�^LSS�HZ�MVY�HWWSPJH[PVUZ�PU�
the public realm where Laurent can really take on its fullest 

dimension through a rhythmic repetition.

OCEAN MARINER  
By Studio Beam

www. studio-beam.com

9\Z[`�ÄZOPUN�WVY[Z�SHU[LYUZ��Z^H`PUN�IVH[Z�HUK�KLLW�
ÄZOPUN�JHNLZ�PUZWPYLK�[OLZL�OHUNPUN�SPNO[PUN�Ä_[\YLZ��
;OL� 4HYPULY� JVSSLJ[PVU� SPNO[PUN� Ä_[\YLZ� HYL� OHUK�
made from a combination of iron, hand blown glass 
HUK� ^VVK� LUNYH]PUN�� ;OPZ� ^VYR� WYVJLZZ� WYV]PKLZ�
LHJO�JVSSLJ[PVU� P[LT�^P[O� P[Z�\UPX\L�ÄUNLYWYPU[�HUK�H�
nostalgic scent. It captures a yearning for traditional 
ÄZOPUN� WVY[Z� [OH[� HYL� ZSV^S`� KPZHWWLHYPUN� MYVT� V\Y�
world.  The Mariner collection items can be ordered 
PU�H�]HYPL[`�VM�JVSVYZ�HUK�ÄUPZOLZ��TVZ[�YLJVTTLUKLK�

ILPUN�[OL�4HYPUL�Y\Z[`�ÄUPZO�

FPC LIGHT STRIP  
By Edison Opto Corporation

www.edison-opto.com

FPC light strip is a lighting module which 
PZ�H]HPSHISL� PU�H�]HYPL[`�VM�JVSVYZ�� 0[Z� ÅL_PISL�
JPYJ\P[� IVHYK� UV[� VUS`� LUHISLZ� UV]LS� KLZPNU�
thinking with bendable light source, but 
HSZV�VќLYZ�H�^PKL�YHUNL�VM�HWWSPJH[PVUZ�^P[O�

KP]PKHISL�SPNO[PUN�ZLNTLU[Z�


