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INTO THE WOODS
Text & photos by PaulBernier.com

Inside, a large hickory wall unit, shaped to offer
seating and a place to hang away coats, greets
visitors. It also directs one toward the living space,
a large, generously lit area that culminates in a
cantilevered, screened room with a view of the
mouth of the stream and the lake. On the south
side, the exterior wall makes way for a large glazed
surface that opens onto the forest. During summer,
the trees, like the green roof, create a natural screen
to shield the house from heat. In winter when the
leaves have fallen, sunlight filters through the forest
and floods the space with warmth and light.
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The materials used for the surfaces are simple and
refined. The white walls and polished cement floors
contrast with the rugged natural surroundings,
allowing the scenery outside to take center stage.
The large open area is occupied by three wooden
masses. They are placed along an axis that draws
one through the sequence of spaces that make up
the living area. Made of hickory, these built-in units
include the storage and bench unit in the entrance,
the kitchen island, and a television and sound
system cabinet. Their functions are barely legible,
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allowing them to remain as abstract as possible in
order to emphasize only their form, material, and
relationship to one another. The kitchen island is in
the center of the space, offering a panoramic view of
the surrounding landscape.
The large built-in unit in the entrance also screens
off the more private areas of the home. Tucked in
behind the ample wooden structure is the access to
the bedrooms, as well as the staircase that leads to
the reading room atop the green roof. Upstairs, the
wood-paneled space offers a quiet retreat from the
rest of the house.
For more information, visit www.paulbernier.com.
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by Hauteur d’Homme
The objective of the NOAH model is to offer
customers a product that is young, chic
and affordable. The island offers a variety
of solid wood drawers in its upper portion,
a lunch counter on the long side or the
short side short and open spaces for the
European in its lower part. Wooden slats
are also included on the first level in order
to make the visual link with the drawers.
The metal structure is it custom made and
is available in an unlimited selection of
colors.
www.hh.ca
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by Cuisine Steam
At Cuisines Steam, ingenuity and
craftsmanship are always at the helm
of the design process. Every detail was
researched and thought through in order
to offer a functional and tidy space with
a dash of excitement and surprise. The
folding and sliding door mechanism offers
up a hidden counter to store and use small
appliances. The interior of this section is
finished in wood veneer in order to create
a contrast with the light-colored exterior.
In so doing, this section emanates a warm
and welcoming feeling when it is open and
offers up a dual life to the otherwise sleek
exterior.
www.cuisinesteam.ca
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by Pure Cuisines
In keeping with a desire to achieve
visual clarity, the kitchen is treated as an
architectural object that forms an integral
part of the overall space. Pure Cuisines
designed an immense island – 3.75 by
1.3 metres – and a full-height wall unit
to emphasize the space’s verticality. The
choice of stainless steel for the work surface
stemmed from the desire to achieve a
high-tech industrial look reminiscent of a
professional kitchen.
www.purecuisines.com
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