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Holiday fever: seasonal seaside-inspired living
Dutch fun: creating possibilities with Richard Hutten*
Star performer: David Rockwell* on the design stage
Last call: seeking dramatic designs with the X-factor
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POWERFuL IDEA

The first public road in the world to feature 
embedded solar panels is producing far 
more electricity than expected.

SolaRoad is a 70-metre-long stretch of a 
cycle path near Amsterdam, connecting the 
suburbs of Krommenie and Wormerveer.

The three-year pilot scheme cost around 
Dhs13.8 million and is composed of rows of 
crystalline silicon solar cells, encased within 
concrete and covered with a translucent 
layer of tempered glass.

SolaRoad spokesman Sten de Wit said 
initial results surpassed the company’s 
wildest hopes: “The bike road opened half 
a year ago and has already generated over 
3,000 kWh.

“This can provide a single-person 
household with electricity for a year, or 
power an electric scooter to drive 2.5  
times around the world. If we translate  
this to an annual yield, we expect more  
than the 70 kWh per square metre per  
year, which we predicted as an upper limit 
in the laboratory stage.”

Solar electricity from the road is fed 
into the local grid and can be used for 
street lighting, to power traffic systems, 
households and, in the future, electric  
cars that drive over it. 

CEnTRE OF ATTEnTIOn

The Dhs149 million university of Queensland Centre for Advanced Imaging, 
designed by Wilson Architects in association with John Wardle Architects, 
is home to world-class molecular imaging technology and an array of 
sustainable strategies.

Thermal chimneys provide mixed-mode ventilation for the upper levels 
of offices and breakout spaces in the five-storey structure while louvres are 
controlled by a management system that works on the automated operable 
external windows to the façade.

The exterior envelope features a series of precast concrete panels that 
have been patterned with Positron Emission Tomography imagery produced 
by the centre, and have been profiled to reduce glare and provide shade.

A solar hot water system is connected to photovoltaic panels while the 
installation of motion sensors has helped reduce electrical needs.

A 30,000-litre underground water tank has been installed to assist with 
toilet flushing and irrigation needs.

The centre’s facilities include an Electron Paramagnet Resonance 
laboratory, a Cyclotron and target hot cell, radiochemistry laboratories, 
offices and meeting spaces for research staff, as well as training areas plus 
an outdoor amphitheatre.

READy TO ROLL

Deckstool is an American company based in Pennsylvania that makes 
furniture from recycled skateboard decks.

Established by Jason Podlaski, it produces a range of stools, benches, tables 
and accessories, including picture frames, wall hooks, clocks, coasters and key 
chains made of decks that would otherwise be destined for landfill sites.

Jason said: “We recycle this waste into unique, high quality furniture and 
other cool products. Our designs are inspired by skateboarding and they are 
engineered based upon how skateboards break during use.

“The scrapes, scars and graffiti on the used decks create beautiful patterns 
over the original skateboard artwork. All of our products are built and finished 
by skaters/craftsmen in the united States.

“Our recycling programme collects broken boards from independent 
skateshops and parks in the States and Canada. A portion of the money 
generated by our products goes back to these small skateboard businesses or 
to help fund local skatepark projects.”

DESIGn AWARD

The 2015 Green GOOD DESIGn Award has been won by Wetstyle, the 
montreal-based company whose bathtubs, lavatories and shower receptors 
are made of an eco-friendly thermo-insulating material consisting primarily 
of a mix of soy and mineral stone.

Wetmar BiO combines vegetable-based resins with natural mineral 
stones to produce a material that is naturally resistant to stains, bacteria 
and uV rays, and also retains a high level of heat retention to ensure bath 
water stays warm for longer.

It is also non-porous, slip-resistant and more durable than acrylic, and is 
available in either gloss or matt finishes.

mark Wolinsky, the president of Wetstyle, said: “It is an honour to be 
recognised for offering the industry’s purest and most environmentally 
friendly material, which is consistent with our goal to produce products of 
the highest quality.

“As a company focused on sustainability, we have integrated Wetmar 
BiO into all Wetstyle bathtubs, lavatories and shower receptors since its 
introduction in 2013.”

Wetstyle products featuring Wetmar BiO can be found in premier hotels 
around the world, including the Ritz-Carlton in montréal and the Fogo Island 
Inn in newfoundland.

PLuG-In POWER

Audi’s new Q7 e-tron Quattro features the company’s first-ever plug-in 
hybrid turbocharged direct injection powertrain, which gives the vehicle 
an electric power-only range of up to 55 kilometres.

The frugal qualities of this engine, combined with lithium-ion battery 
technology, means it has a potential range of 1410 km.

The new Q7 also features a thermal management system with 
integrated heat pump which means it is possible for waste heat from the 
electrical drive components to be made available to the car’s interior.

Full charging of the batteries takes around two-and-a-half hours.
The new Q7 accelerates from 0 to 100 km in 6.0 seconds and  

has a top speed of 223 km per hour. ID

unIQuE TABLES

Altar is the Budapest-based brainchild of András Lacfi who takes old pinball 
machines and creates a stunning range of unique coffee tables combining 
functional pieces of furniture with art.

Each piece takes anywhere from 200 to 350 hours to craft, not including 
any time taken to develop a concept and source a vintage machine as the 
company uses only broken units.

Lacfi said: “Here they are reincarnated as wonderfully complicated, 
meticulously planned and crafted beings.

“Our objects are inspired by the arcade and rock culture of the past 
decades. We will repurpose vintage parts or create something entirely new.

“We believe these artefacts to be places of fun, domestic worship – a 
celebration of dedication, personality, boldness and a bit of nostalgia.’

Each table is therefore one of a kind with Altar determined to ensure that 
“none of these pieces are ever anonymous, bland or lacking in personality.”

Tables are usually interactive while lighting features are converted to feature 
LED fixtures.

Altar was last year honoured after receiving two A’Design Awards in Italy. 
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