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TRENDSCOUT 
md Hotel-Special, Designer Chats, Mobile Interiors



6 l STILLS

md l 3.2014

A
C

H
T

 S
E

K
U

N
D

E
N

 



STILLS l 7

md l 3.2014

VON DER ARCHITEKTUR ZUR MODE 
Nicolas Ruel, Meister der Doppelbelichtung,  
überlagert Architektur und Mode auf rätselhafte 
Weise. Der kanadische Fotograf dreht dabei die 
Kamera von einem Blickwinkel zum andern. Seine 
Hommage an den Pariser Modeschöpfer Jean Paul 
Gaultier gastiert im Barbican Art Centre, London. 

Foto: Nicolas Ruel 

English translation on page 86



DEAR READERS,  

Mobility, global network-
ing and architecture 
mostly meet at interfaces 
where people meet – in 
hotels and restaurants, 

and not only in the so-called boom towns 
of our post-industrial service society. Or 
during the holidays. The main topic of this 
md issue is the hotel with all the facets 
that are solvable by means of interior  
design. In a figurative sense we stroll 
through spaces that are always functional 
and efficient, sometimes to such a  
comprehensive extent as in Aisslinger's  
Bikini project, and sometimes focusing  
on specific themes like the bathroom or  
conferences. Over and above that,  
experts express their opinions on current 
developments and future trends. I am 
confident this will provide planners and 
designers with many a fascinating item  
of information. 
The md team pursues the aim of dealing 
with topics in depth. The articles on  
architectural projects and current topics 
were exclusively written for md readers 
and will therefore to be found nowhere 
else. The products chosen by us for our 
magazine are relatively few when  
compared with the large number on 
hand, and they are selected carefully  
and independently according to criteria 
like innovation, functionality and aesthetics 
– they are md selected. 
Based on this claim we will soon stage 
the first one of a joint professional  
series of events in co-operation with  
the materials specialist of Raumprobe 
Stuttgart, the subject being our five 
senses. Our public contribution to  
“haptics in an interior-design context”  
will take place in July. A final vote on  
the programme is still required – 
invitations will follow! 
 
 
David Wiechmann 
Editor-in-chief 
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86 l ENGLISH TRANSLATION

English translation from pages 6–11

From architecture to fashion 
Nicolas Ruel, a master 
of double exposure, 
superimposes  
architecture and fashion 

in a mysterious way. In doing so, the  
Canadian photographer turns the camera 
from one point of view toward another 
one. His homage to Parisian fashion  
designer Jean Paul Gaultier gives a guest 
performance at the Barbican Art Centre 
in London. Photo: Nicolas Ruel

Clean Light Lines 
Lamps as carriers of 
light not only make the 
three-dimensionality 
of spaces visible, but 

they also can become an eyecatcher  
and  an element of our perception. The 
hand-made luminaires of the Israeli Aqua 
 Creations manufactory envelop any  
room in soft light and bestow an air  
of poetry on it. Photo: Aqua Creations

A Glass Bead Game 
Vinicius Silva de 
Almeida, an artist  
celebrated in his  
home country Brazil, 

presented his 'Lágrimas de São Pedro'  
installation at Luminale. Against the  
backdrop of the historical greenhouse in 
the Palmengarten, innumerable light bulbs 
filled with water conjure up the image of 
a constant tropical rain with reflections  
on the water drops. 
 Photo: Messe Frankfurt / Jochen Günther

English Twists 
Tom Dixon on the ‘Eclectic’ in Paris 

This year he was celebrated as “Designer 
of the Year“ at M&O. Tom Dixon is a 
world-renowned designer of lighting,  
furniture and accessories. The interiors of 
the eccentric British are less well known. 
A separate planning office works on  
these projects. His most recent gesamt -
kunstwerk is the 'Eclectic' restaurant in 
Paris. An interview with the master. 

Tom Dixon, you are known as a designer 
of lighting, furniture and accessories. 
Why did you found the Design Research 
Studio?  
My anti-conformist and industrial 
 approach to design is embodied in my 
use of unfinished materials. My work is 
distinctive for its inimitable Britishness  
and eccentricity. It was to cultivate this 
creative grammar that Design Research 
 Studio was founded. 
 
What is the special target of Design  
Research Studio? 
We work with exceptional clients on 
extraordinary projects, always within a 
narrative that has strong resonance for 
that particular project.. DRS has been 
 involved in important commissions in the 
UK and internationally and attracts some 
of the greatest talents in interior design 
and architecture to work with highly 
 innovative clients. 
 
Describe your design philosophy: 
Our hallmark is space-filling chandeliers 
and clustered lighting creating dramatic 
statements. DRS is noted for the ability to 
express a strong narrative with a dose of 
Britishness coupled with an ingenious and 
eccentric use of raw materials. 
 
How do you find your inspirations? 
I like simple objects that have an  
expressive minimalism – I have always 
liked a strong and heavy materiality to 
make objects that will last a long time –  
I hope this is good for every era. 
 
What project was the most important 
one for the evolution of the Design  
Research Studio – and why? 
Every project provides us with an  
opportunity to learn something from each 
client and in each sector and therefore 
enables us to evolve constantly. There is  
a great deal to be learnt from different 

English translation from page 14


