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[Layout and spatial organisation]

The department is organised as a sequence of classrooms
connected by a shared corridor. Each classroom is assigned to a
specificteacherand is paired with multiple adjacent practice rooms.
Classrooms accommodate teaching, group work, and ensemble
rehearsals, while practice rooms support individual or small group
practice. Glass partitions connect the two, maintaining visual
continuity and enabling supervision while allowing simultaneous
activities. This arrangement allows teaching, rehearsal, and
individual practice to take place at the same time within a compact
layout.

[Sound as a shared condition]

Acoustic performance is a key parameter in the project. Developed
in collaboration with acoustic engineers, treatments are integrated
across walls, ceilings, floors, and built-in elements to manage
reverberations and limit sound transfer between rooms. However,
the spaces are not fully isolated. Sound insulation is calibrated
to allow a controlled overlap of music across the department.
Movement through the corridor is accompanied by the sound of
instruments and rehearsals from adjacent rooms, extending the
presence of music beyond individual spaces.

[Colour as an organising layer]

Colour structures the department as a second layer. The three main
classrooms are each assigned distinct tones — red, orange, and
yellow — corresponding to different age groups. From the corridor,
these colours mark each entrance, creating a clear sequence of
thresholds and supporting orientations. The entrance to the music
area is also defined by a saturated field of colour, extending this
identity to the broader building. Inside the classrooms, teaching
areas remain largely neutral. A band of strong colour is introduced
along the window side, linking each classroom to its associated
practice rooms. Lighting in these spaces is even and consistent.
In contrast, the practice rooms are fully saturated. Each room
developsits assigned colour throughvariationsin tone and material.
Felt panels, fabrics, and three-dimensional acoustic elements are
produced in coordinated shades, while warmer lighting reinforces
a more focused atmosphere for rehearsal. The three-dimensional
acoustic tiles are designed and positioned to influence sound within
the space, while their arrangement introduces a visual rhythm that
references the structure of music.

[A defined identity for the music department]

The renovation transforms previously neutral classrooms into
spaces with a clear identity connected to music. Through the
integration of layout, colour, and acoustic considerations, studio
vapore organises the department to support both focused practice
and shared learning.

143



144

01 Entrance

02 High School Music 1
03 Practice Room

04 Practice Room

05 Practice Room

06 Middle School Music
07 Practice Room

08 Practice Room

09 Practice Room

10 High School Music 2
11 Practice Room

12 Practice Room

13 Practice Room

14 Practice Room

15 Practice Room

16 Practice Room

17 Practice Room

18 Office

19 Storage

20 Male Bathroom

21 Female Bathroom

Floor Plan
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[A library designed for exploration]

The renovation focuses on transforming the library into an engaging
and flexible environment. Inspired by timeless children’s stories
from around the world, the design features themed areas defined
by custom platforms of varying heights. These platforms serve as
reading nooks, quiet study spaces, and organizational zones for the
library’s diverse book collections. Highlights include a bamboo forest
platform and a village-themed area with a hut and cave designed for
group activities and storytelling. A central feature of the library is the
Tibetan-inspired storytelling tower, which leads to a hang-out net
for students. Modular, circular bookshelves allow for flexible layouts,
accommodating both small group work and individual study. The
library’s color palette, influenced by traditional Chinese temples,
adds warmth and harmony to the space.

[Interactive features and thoughtful design]

Interactive elements such as whispering tubes, periscopes,
and hidden crystals introduce playful and tactile experiences,
encouraging curiosity and engagement. Acoustic panels ensure
the library remains conducive to simultaneous activities, while
maintaining a serene atmosphere for focused learning.

[A collaborative vision for education]

This project reflects Studio Vapore's commitment to creating
functional, inspiring educational spaces that align with evolving
needs of schools. The reimagined library is now a dynamic hub where
students can explore, learn, and grow in an environment designed to

foster creativity and imagination.
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