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conditions that enhance our quality of life. The firm is also committed to promoting the importance of

ARKIS operates on the core belief that all architectural design is about creating environments and
sustainable design.

Arnar_por Jonsson
Architect — partner
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Elevation

Cross Section |

Cross Section ||

The building’s design and integration with the landscape draw on the architectural
heritage of the Skaftarhreppur region, where land was traditionally shaped and
integrated into man-made structures, allowing architecture and landscape to merge
into a unified whole through form and materiality. Rooftop walkway and viewing
platform form part of the exhibition area, offering visitors the opportunity to engage
with the geology of the site while enjoying views towards Oraefajékull glacier and
Hvannadalshnikur, Iceland’s highest peak, located within Vatnajdkull National Park.
The Visitor Centre was officially opened to visitors in early 2024 and serves as a
vibrant center of culture and nature, connecting to nearby walking paths and a viewing
platform. But also functions as an information center for the entire Skaftarhreppur
district. The building was fully designed and constructed according to the international
BREEAM certification standard, emphasizing environmentally friendly materials and
minimizing waste. The building is a single-story structure with a basement beneath
part of it with work facilities for the national park staff and a storage room. Access
paths and parking areas are integrated into the landscape, making them less visible
from the building, neighboring farms, and the village. The building was designed
with the surrounding landscape in mind, intended to blend seamlessly into the hilly
terrain of Songholl. The roof is covered with turf sourced directly from the site itself.
It is possible to walk onto the roof and enjoy views over the area, creating a visual
connection with Vatnajokul National Park. The entrance plaza connects to a covered
terrace for outdoor dining, offering views over the Skafta river all the way east to
Oreefajokull, which is part of Vatnajokull and Vatnajokull National Park. A pathway
also runs through the rooftop area, allowing visitors to walk directly from one side to
the other, with amazing views over the area.

BREEAM Certification_The National Park Visitor Center was fully designed and
constructed according to the international BREEAM certification standard, which
emphasizes sustainability and environmental responsibility. Environmentally friendly
materials were used throughout, and all construction waste was carefully minimized,
measured, and monitored. Strict environmental requirements were also enforced
on the contractor for the duration of the project. All interior and exterior timber
cladding is Icelandic, sourced from a nearby forest, ensuring responsible sourcing
and full traceability throughout the production process. BREEAM also addresses
the connection between buildings and broader social factors, including the local
environment, transportation, and innovative solutions that enhance building quality
and sustainability. The National Park Visitor Center reflects these principles with well-
developed walking and cycling paths that connect the center to the surrounding park.
Environmentally friendly methods_The main structure of the building consists of
precast concrete panels with a corrugated exterior finish. The exhibition space floors
are polished concrete, divided into sections, each featuring river gravel from the
largest glacial rivers of the western area of Vatnajokull National Park. These elements
are part of the exhibition itself, integrated into the building. The roof is covered with
turf sourced directly from the site itself and all surface water from the roof is directed
into landscape ponds. All materials were carefully selected for their low maintenance
requirements—eliminating the need for outdoor paint and allowing for natural
weathering without compromising durability. The exterior timber walls of the building
are all sourced from the forests of South Iceland, Kirkjubajarklaustur, and the eaves

are clad in corten steel.
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loor Plan
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Shakespeare, Gordon, Viado: Architects (SGVA) is an NYC—based, certified women—owned business (WBE)
that offers inventive and thoughtful solutions to design challenges at all scales for a wide variety of clients and
project types. Founded in 2016 by Amy Shakespeare, Mark Gordon, and Nicole Vlado Torres, SGVA builds on
the foundational principles of Redtop Architects, which was established by Amy in 2003, Their work emphasizes
design excellence, a commitment to the improvement of their city's built environment, and dedicated service to
their clients.

Amy Shakespeare AA,
Leed AP Princiopa

1st Floor Plan 2nd Floor Plan
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Named for the jewel-toned glazed-brick accents that punctuate its gray and black masonry
facade, The Garnet, designed by Shakespeare, Gordon, Vlado: Architects, constitutes a
substantive and assured presence on a busy and eclectic street in Brooklyn's Bedford-
Stuyvesant neighborhood. And much more than that: it provides 103 much-needed
affordable apartments and illustrates how close collaboration between architects and
New York City agencies and planners can transform vacant, underused, or problematic
sites into gracious, dynamic, affordable housing projects that strengthen the urban
fabric of their communities. This as-of-right building offers mixed-income multi-family
housing on a 15,000 sf lot directly adjacent to the Fulton Street subway line. SGVA's work
included a comprehensive planning study to determine the feasibility of this project, which
was funded through the Mixed-Middle Income program of the New York City Housing
Development Corporation (HDCJ, the New York City Department of Housing Preservation
and Development (HPD), and HPD’s Voluntary Inclusionary Housing Program. In addition
to the apartments above, The Garnet’s ground floor provides 12,000 sf of retail space,
bringing services not only to its residents, but also to the surrounding neighborhood. The
robust eleven-story structure is clad in textured masonry and bright accents that form
a pleasant and visually engaging street wall, whether viewed by those passing directly
by the building, or from the open green space on the other side of Fulton Street. The
red motif first established on the facade continues inside The Garnet's lobby, where it
complements the clean, warm interior and wood finishes. Elsewhere in the building, this
same color logic is incorporated with bold pops of royal blue and teal in addition to playful
wall patterns that give each unit’'s entryway its own character. Inside the apartments, light
blue tile features enliven central living spaces, while leaving room for tenants to make the
unit their own.The Garnet replaces a series of vacant and underused lots that previously
housed a two-unit apartment building and a single-story laundromat. The building is
designed to improve the experience of the block, celebrating the vibrancy of Fulton Street
with large windows that provide views into the residential entrance and commercial
storefronts. A neighboring parking lot allows the mid-block site to integrate features that
are usually reserved for corner lots, such asincreased light and air along lot-line windows,
and the design of each unit serves to highlight these unprecedented views and visibility.
A second floor roof terrace, available for use by all tenants, strengthens this connection
to the outdoors, as well as to neighboring apartment buildings and the street below. In
addition to anchoring and activating the block, The Garnet’s design creates housing that
feels expansive and liberating, rather than constrained by its affordability.
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Typical Floor Plan (3~9)

Typical Floor Plan (10~11)
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Espace citoyen des Confluents

Cardin Julien
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Site Plan
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1 Vehicular Entrance

2 Interpretation Trail

3 Main Entrance

4 Park Entrance

5 Police Station Entrance

6 Community Garden

7 Retention Basin

8 Observation Deck

9 Cyclist and Pedestrian Entrance

South Elevation

A new architectural and social landmark is coming to life in eastern Laval : built on a 13-acre site that once housed
a petrochemical plant, the new Espace citoyen des Confluents represents a genuine urban, social, and environmental
renaissance. In providing the community with a library, meeting spaces, a multifunctional theatre, and a police station, the
new space addresses an essential demand for public infrastructure in the neighbourhood. Mission accomplished, since

its opening in the fall of 2024, the local residents have made this long-awaited meeting place their own and have turned it
into a vibrant hub of community life.

[An architecture in dialogue with its environment]

The project’s architecture is informed by a holistic approach in which the program and the site's energy potential are in
dialogue to optimize its layout and shape. Inspired by the ecological principle of eco-morphosis, whereby each change is
the result of specific data and intentions, the designers have created a project unique to the site.
The building’s layout on a vast undeveloped lot made it possible to optimize its alignment along an east-west axis,
thereby maximizing its bioclimatic efficiency. In opting for south-facing surfaces, the building’s elongated and angled
volume fosters the intake of passive solar energy, while reducing direct thermal gains on the east and west facades. This
arrangement improves the project’s thermal comfort and energy performance, while at the same time accentuating its
presence as a landmark that can be spotted from avenue Huguette-Gaulin. Guided by the sun's movements, the openings
are carefully positioned and punctuated with brise-soleils, ensuring an optimum supply of natural light while limiting
overheating in summer. The resulting play of shadows and textures varies with the hours and the seasons, enriching
the visual experience of the building. Site integration is at the heart of the architectural approach. With its linear, slightly
angular volume, the building stands out as a defining landscape feature, while the earth-toned materials of the second
floor ensure a natural harmony with its surroundings. Given that sustainability is a key premise of the project, all design
decisions were made to achieve exemplary performance standards, which go well beyond the goal of LEED v4 Gold
certification. The integration of passive and active energy strategies into the architecture is a central component of the
project’s identity.
[A place to meet and discover]
Inclusion and community values guided the interior design objectives. Seeking to offer welcoming, polyvalent, and
democratic spaces for the community, the project steers away from traditional models to propose a library that befits the
21st century. This building is conceived as a third place—a public space that people visit not just to read, but also to learn,
exchange, and gather. The building program is structured around a central axis: a large, luminous entrance hall, designed
as a convergence point for interaction and discovery. Opening onto the northern and southern outdoor spaces, it creates a
link between the site’s southern and northern areas. This vibrant core acts as a spatial and social pivot, facilitating users’
movement between the library, community spaces, auditorium, and outdoor areas. Designed to encourage discovery and
intuitive appropriation, this spatial organization promotes a fluid, immersive experience. The two-level layout provides a
natural hierarchy of uses: quiet zones for study are located on the upper floor, while the first floor is used for meetings and
activities. The building proposes several modular spaces that can be adapted for various uses and group events. A range of
varied, moveable furniture facilitates rearrangement, thus further contributing to the site's versatility. The roof's wooden
decking and natural light create a warm, peaceful atmosphere that enhances the experience of visitors of the space.
[A transformed landscape]
Conceived by Projet Paysage, the landscaping is based on the highest environmental criteria, with the aim of transforming
a site marked by industrialization into a living, resilient space. Retention basins integrated into the site’s design allow
for the ecological management of rainwater, while the excavated materials are reused to structure and add relief to the
landscape. A dense plant canopy helps reduce heat islands, while an educational arboretum enriches visitors' experien
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J I 1 Wood Decking
5 2 Ventilation Duct

3 Exposed Steel Structure

4 Round Steel Column

5 Vertical Sun Shade

e 6 Horizontal Sun Shade

7 Triple Glazing
8 Zinc Finish
9 Continuous Insolation From the Outside
10 Zinc Soffit
11 Ventilation Cabinet
12 Radiant Floor
13 Ventilation Duct Under Slab and Plenum

First Floor

Bioclimatic Wall Section

1 Main Entrance

2 Parc Entrance

3 Lobby

4 Multifunctional Theatre
5 Dance Room

6 Community Kitchen

7 Police Station

8 Library = Youth Section
9 Bleacher Seating

10 Fab Lab

11 Community Spaces
12 Police Station Entrance
13 Storage

1st Floor Plan

1 Main Entrance

2 Parc Entrance

3 Library — Adult Section

4 Bleacher Seating [
5 Library Terrace

6 Green Roof

7 Hall Bridge

8 Community Center

9 Aerothermal Equipment

2nd Floor Plan
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About Sanjay Puri Architects

Sanjay Puri Architects have been ranked No 32 in Archello Amsterdam’s list of the Top 100
Architects worldwide. Archdaily, Architizer, New York & WA UK include the firm in their lists of
the Top 100 architects in the world.

Winning the world building of the year 2024 by World Architects Switzerland, winning the Most
Sustainable Architecture Firm of the Year by Architizer New York, winning the Practice of the Year
by A&D Perspective Hong Kong. Sanjay Puri Architects have won over 540 awards including 400
international architecture awards.

Sanjay has been on the juries of the World Architecture Festival, Plan Awards ltaly, Architecture
Review Awards UK, Dezeen UK, Architizer New York, INDE Awards, Australia, Inscape Awards
South Africa, The Architecture Hunter Awards Canada.

The firm’s work has been published over 2000 times in over 200 publications across the world.
Currently the firm with a team of 108 professionals is involved in over 200 projects in 55 cities.
Evolving design solutions that are contextual & sustainable with architecture that explores spatial
perceptions of innovative explorations forms the essence of the firm’s philosophy.
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Architect | Sanjay Puri

Chief edictor | Jeong Jiseong

Interlocutors
Sanjay Puri | Sanjay puri Architects
Chief Architect, CEO
Jeong Jiseong | CA Concept Chief edictor
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This is the second issue of Monthly Concept Magazine since the first special feature on Sanjay Architects
in June 2020 (Vol. 254). We conducted a written interview focusing on the remarkable works of Sanjay
Architects, including ‘architect concept' designs.

Jeong : Over the past 30 years, you have developed into a world-class architectural firm that has successfully
executed numerous projects, including public facilities, offices, educational facilities, and residential buildings. What

were the difficulties you faced when you first founded your firm, and what was the catalyst that led you to do s0?

Sanjay : The Catalyst to start the firm was the winning of a 54 acre small township in the outskirts of Mumbai. This
development consisted of 3000 apartments, a school, shopping centres & a community club. We won the project by
sketching the entire layout in front of the client & proving that the masterplan sketched had 3 times more garden
space, with a better layout than the earlier plans made by the client.

The initial difficulties were convincing clients to allow us to create more meaningful designs, working with unskilled
contracting firms, creating interesting design without increasing costs and predominantly the challenge of creating

something new to experience whilst working with clients who were not open to new ideas.

Jeong : Among the many world-class architectural works you have created, which project do you consider the most

rewarding and proud as an architect?

Sanjay : One of the most satisfying projects completed by us is the Nokha Village Community Centre in Rajasthan.
This project has improved education and created a community space for villages & children from 144 small villages
& simultaneously fuelled many more social projects that will benefit the community. The other is the Prestige
University which has imbibed multiple traditional Indian planning principles, adapted in different ways to create
an extremely energy efficient building with multiple interesting spaces for social interaction and the building itself
acting as a large scale with a 9000 sqm stepped terrace roof.

Jeong : Generally, architectural design and function are cited as the most important elements in architectural

design. What is the most important element that Sanjay Architecture considers?

Sanjay : Architecture Design & functional aspects which respond to the climate of the location & social needs of
the users and goes beyond to create a new experience forms the fundamental of our design approach.

Jeong : The Crest Nine Villa features a coexistence of residential and recreational functions, with an overwhelming

beauty of curves. What is the architectural concept behind it?

Sanjay : Sanjay Situated on a steeply contoured hill overlooking the Ocean in Anjarle, Maharashtra, India, Crest
Nine is a community centre designed as a recreational hub for a gated villa enclave. The site drops sharply from the
approach road, allowing the building to emerge gradually from the natural terrain rather than sit upon it.

A sweeping curvilinear form follows the natural gradient of the land, with the entrance positioned 6 metres below
the access road level. Visitors descend via a wide staircase and a gently curving ramp that runs alongside a sloping
landscaped garden, arriving at the main circulation spine that stretches across the length of the building.

The built form transitions dramatically from a simple curvilinear entrance facade into a sequence of parabolic
volumes of varying heights. These sculpted forms are interspersed with courtyards and landscaped pockets,
creating a rhythmic interplay of built and open spaces.

The parabolic volumes house an indoor sports room, gymnasium, restaurant, bar, and four guest bedrooms. Each
space opens onto generous curvilinear decks that frame expansive ocean views to the west. Above, a sectionally
curved roof undulates across the structure—rising prominently above primary volumes and dipping between them
to define intimate courtyard spaces. Deep overhangs extend over the decks, providing protection from sun and
monsoon rains.

At the centre, an open stairway wraps around a circular courtyard, descending to the swimming pool level below.
This lower level accommodates three pools, a health club, and an open cafeteria connected to a large, naturally
ventilated multifunctional deck.

The building employs locally sourced laterite stone for its walls, rooting the structure materially and visually within
its coastal context. Every internal space receives natural light, and nearly 70% of the built areas are naturally
ventilated and non-air-conditioned. The roof structure comprises a metal framework finished with shingles.

By prioritising local materials and local contract labour, the project achieves a  significantly reduced embodied
carbon footprint. Its reliance on passive cooling, natural ventilation, and daylighting further minimises lifecycle

carbon emissions.
Integrated seamlessly with the existing terrain, the community centre is perceived as a series of interconnected
volumes of varying scales, linked by landscaped open spaces that encourage social interaction and flexible use.

Jeong : The Prestige University project has a unique facade that resembles a futuristic Martian space complex.

What are your thoughts on this, and what is the design concept?

Sanjay : Sanjay Situated within a 32-acre university campus, the main administration offices along with an
auditorium, seminar halls, library & cafeteria form the functions of this building.

As opposed to creating an imposing edifice, the building gradually steps up from the approach direction belying its
28 metre height becoming a multifunctional stage.

Stepped up diagonally from the northern point, the entire terrace of the five level building is accessible to the
students and faculty of the university transforming it into an open auditorium amidst landscape.

The stepped platforms become multiple spaces for different activities simultaneously and form an open air
auditorium for large scale events, seating 9000 students at a time.

The multiple functional spaces within are interspersed with naturally lit landscaped courtyards allowing indirect
light to infuse the internal volumes at each level.

The north lighting & courtyards are imbibed from traditional Indian architecture creating an energy efficient
sustainable building with minimal dependence on artificial lighting and air conditioning.

This is in response to the climate of the city that varies from 30°C to 40°C for 8 months of the year.

Varied sectional volumes punctuated by landscape create different experiences in each part of the building. A
continuous diagonal indoor street in addition to the numerous open courts facilitate natural ventilation within the
internal spaces.

The built form evokes images of stepped wells in India which have existed since 1100 years and were spaces not
just built to store water but large social interaction spaces bringing the community together.

The Prestige University imbibes this principle, becomes a stage for fostering social interaction and events. A total
of 463 stepped platforms form a 9000 sq.m. rooftop garden. Some of these platforms are made accessible by
wheelchair.

The common facilities like food court, an auditorium and the administrative offices are located on the ground
floor for easy access. The various library components are located on the first floor connected by a bridge over the
diagonal indoor street cutting across the building. The common classrooms occupy the second floor deriving light
and ventilation from the various sectional volumes and open courts. These open courts act as the spill over area for
recreational activities. The third floor houses the tiered classrooms. The fourth floor houses all the administrative
and faculty related facilities.

The east, west and southern sides of the building are enveloped with ventilated GFRC screens to mitigate heat gain
in response to the climate.

The Prestige University is contextual to the climate of its location creating an energy efficient building that in
addition to housing numerous activities, also becomes a large open public space with accessible ground floor and
landscaped roof.

The building is a series of interactive spaces of different scales fostering engagement at various levels amongst the
users as well as integrating functional and open landscaped areas intrinsically.

Jeong : The Magnus office building, were energy conservation and eco-friendly materials considered?

Sanjay : Yes, the Magnus office building is designed with terraces & screens reducing air-conditioning costs by
more than 30% reducing the lifecycle carbon footprint.

In addition, the walls are of fly ash bricks, water is recycled, rainwater is harvested & the building was constructed
by locally available contract workers.

Jeong : As an architect who has won numerous world-renowned architectural awards, it seems it is now your turn

to receive the Pulitzer Prize. | hope you receive this honor in the near future.

Sanjay : Thank you very much.

Jeong : Finally, what are the strengths, goals, and future vision of Sanjay Puri Architects?

Sanjay : Creating spaces for people that improves the quality of lives in underdeveloped area in India.

CREST NINE

Prestige University
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Architect Sanjay Puri Architects Lead Architect Sanjay Puri
Location Tonk Road, Jaipur, Rajasthan, India Use Offices
Complete 2026 Site area 2,390.80m* Built-up Area
15,646m* Design Team Chandan Joshi, Sonali Chougule
Structure Consultants Vijaytech Consultants Private Ltd.
MEP consultants P K Kalra Consultants Suppliers Facade
(Flexstone), Furniture (Pinakin Studio LLP, THOT Lilestyle
Pvt. Lid, Palasa, Reliance Brands Lid, AKFD Studio),
Rugs (Jaipur Rugs Co. Pwvt. Ltd.), Landscape (Greenway
Landscape) RCC Contractors/Civil Contractors Bhivaram
Pannalal  Kumawat — construction  (BRPLK).  Interior
Contractors Shree Shyam Design PVT LTD. Electrical
contractor KD electrival’ s HVAC Contractor Alreo
International Client Mahima Real Estate Pwvt. Lid. Photo
Vinay Panjwani

Magnus
Sanjay Puri Architects
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Situated on an extremely busy arterial road in Jaipur, India, within a neighborhood of old
commercial developments, this office building marks the first new development in the area.
Designed to respond to both context and climate, the project establishes a contemporary
identity, while respecting the architectural heritage of the region. The planning strategically
positions the service areas and circulation core along the southern edge, with structural
columns placed along the perimeter to ensure complete flexibility across each floor plate.
The lower levels accommodate smaller office units, while larger office spaces are located on
the upper floors. On the road-facing western facade, the building inclines both forward and
backward, forming two vertical volumes with opposing angles. This dynamic massing creates
sheltered outdoor decks at every level. The contrasting inclines also ensure privacy between
adjacent office terraces. In response to the high-density urban setting, the building's sides are
wrapped in perforated screens inspired by the traditional stone jaali screens characteristic
of Rajasthan’s heritage architecture. These screens are fabricated from lightweight foam
concrete, composed primarily of recycled materials, and offer thermal insulation properties.
A 3'-0" wide planter zone is introduced between the perforated screen envelope and the
glazed facade, serving as a noise buffer from the busy road, while simultaneously introducing
continuous greenery along the building’s perimeter.

The ground floor accommodates a restaurant and conference facility, activating the street
frontage. The terrace level features a cafeteria, gym, and landscaped outdoor garden,
creating recreational and social spaces for occupants. Constructed predominantly using
fly ash bricks and an RCC frame structure, the building integrates sustainable strategies
such as water recycling, rainwater harvesting, and rooftop solar panels. These measures
significantly reduce the embodied carbon footprint compared to conventional office buildings.
The perforated screens and recessed decks act as passive shading devices, mitigating heat
gain, lowering air-conditioning demand, and reducing lifecycle carbon emissions. This office
building thoughtfully responds to Jaipur’s hot climate while drawing inspiration from regional
architectural traditions, resulting in energy-efficient, contextually rooted contemporary

workspaces.
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1 Entrance Lobby
2 Corridor

3 Lift shaft

4 Lift lobby

5 Staircase

6 Electrical room
7 Toilets

8 Service entry

9 Kitchen

10 Cafeteria

11 Outdoor seating

12 Conference room

13 Lounge/Bussiness center

14 Ramp down to basement parking
15 D.G Set and Transformer

16 Security cabin

1st Floor Plan

1 Offices

2 Common toilets
3 Lift shaft

4 Lift lobby

5 Staircase

6 Corridor

7 Office deck

2nd Floor Plan
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Architect Sanjay Puri Architects Lead Architect
ArSanjay Puri Location Udaipur, Rajasthan, India
Complete 2025 Site area 3,692m* Total floor area
20,000m* Design Team Prachi Pawar, Pratik Patel
Structure Consultant Shalini Gupta and Associates
MEP consultants Resonance MEP  Consultants,
Udaipur  Landscape Design Satatv  Design
Consultants Client Mr Ravi Mundra Photo Mr.Vinay
Panjwani

Screen 504

Sanjay Puri Architects
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Screen 504 is a 21-storey apartment building with 78 apartments and a total constructed area of
20,000 sgm, located on a 3,690 sqm site in Udaipur, Rajasthan, India. At every level, 4 apartments,
each with 4 bedrooms and living spaces, are planned in each quadrant to allow visibility and views
of 2 adjacent sides of the surroundings, with hills in the distance in all directions. Traditional
architecture in the region dating back to the 16th and 17th centuries has multiple examples of
projected screened balcony spaces to combat the excessive heat of the summer months, which
can vary from 35° to 48°C , providing privacy simultaneously. Taking a cue from this element
of traditional architecture, a mix of screened decks and open deck spaces front each room of
each apartment to mitigate heat gain and provide transitional spaces between the indoors and
the outdoors. Each apartment has 5 balcony spaces fronting the living room and the 4 bedrooms.
Some of these are open, and some are screened with sliding screens perforated with a traditional
pattern. The screened decks can be opened up partially. One of the decks in each apartment is 20
feet high. The residents have the option of using single height 10 feet high decks, or 20 feet high
decks, which can be completely open, partia lly open, or completely screened, depending on the
weather.

Based upon the client’s brief and the governing rules, a total area of 20,000 sqm is permissible on
the plot of 3,690 sgm. The height restriction of 70 m and the mandatory 14m open spaces on all
sides necessitated a building block of 36m X 30m in plan with a height of 70m.

Within these restrictive parameters, the apartments are designed with minimalinternal circulation
spaces and with all rooms facing the external views, facilitating natural light and ventilation
throughout, overlooking the hills. Community spaces including a gym, swimming pool, community
hall, and games room are located at the ground level and the rooftop terrace with a rooftop garden.
Parking areas are planned in a single basement. The entire perimeter of balconies and the rooftop
terraces are collectively drained to a rain water harvesting tank. In addition, water is recycled and
reused for gardening. These measures serve to reduce the need for external water supply. All the
internal walls are made of fly ash brick. Locally sourced sandstone is used for the perimeter walls
of the site and within the landscaped spaces. The entire labor for the construction was sourced
locally. Collectively, all of these factors render the building sustainable.
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Stella

Sanjay Puri Architects
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Stella is a compact office building located in Nagpur, Maharashtra, India. Within a plot of
836.07 sq.m., the project accommodates 5,575 sq.m. of office space across 14 levels, with four
offices on each floor. The restricted plot size and statutory open space requirements resulted
in a vertical configuration, optimizing the usable area while maintaining natural light and
ventilation throughout. Nagpur, among India’s hottest cities, records summer temperatures
of up to 48°C. Responding to this extreme climate, the building’s facade is conceived as a
layered, climate-responsive skin. Semicircular open decks and planters sheathed with
aluminum louvers alternate along the entire perimeter, both horizontally and vertically. This
dynamic envelope mitigates direct solar heat gain while introducing greenery around the
building, creating shaded, cooler microclimates for the interior spaces. Green buffers wrap
the facade, enhancing thermal performance and visual comfort. The service and circulation
core is positioned on the eastern edge, allowing the north, west, and south sides to open up for
naturally lit office spaces. Larger offices occupy the front and rear, benefitting from daylight,
cross ventilation, and outdoor views that enhance occupant comfort. Rejecting the fully glazed
office typology unsuitable for tropical climates, Stella embodies a contextual and energy-
efficient architectural response. The design minimizes heat gain, reduces operational energy
consumption, and provides sheltered, well-illuminated workspaces with indirect sunlight.
Conceived as a direct response to its setting, Stella integrates passive strategies, greenery,
and modern expression to create a sustainable workplace rooted in its climatic context.
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Architect Sanjay Puri Architects Lead Architect Ar.Sanjay Puri Location Nagpur, Maharashtra, India Use Commercial
Complete 2026 Area 5574.14m? Scale 14F Design Team Ruchika Gupta, Tanushree Jayakar, Sheetal Tharwal, Bahar
Pati, Sumit Khandelwal Structural Consultant Patankar Consultants Facade Fabricators Aditya Associates Client Prestige
Builders Photo Mr.Vinay Panjwani
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Cielo
Sanjay Puri Architects
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Cielo is a compact residential building in Nagpur city, Maharashtra India. On a relatively small
site of 900 sq.m., a total buildable area of 3600 sq.m. is built based upon the prevalent rules
and client requirements. The mandatory open spaces on all sides generate a buildable area
of only 270 sq.m. at each floor. A single 4-bedroom apartment is planned at each floor in this
12 storey building. 3 of the bedrooms are located on three corners, with the kitchen forming
the fourth corner to facilitate cross ventilation in each room. The living spaces are centrally
located to form the focal social interaction space.Nagpur forms the geographical center of
India, with extensive summers and temperatures in excess of 40°C for 8 months annually.
Being cognizant of that climate, each of the main rooms opens into two balcony spaces, one
open and one screened. This helps to reduce heat gain substantially, simultaneously providing
sheltered open spaces to each room. The screened bays are designed as sectional curves,
forming a screen at the lower level and curving outwards to form a balcony at the upper level.
These sectionally curved screens alternate horizontally and vertically across the building,
providing protection from heat, forming green open spaces for each room, and lending a
sculptural quality to the building. These screens allude to the architectural heritage of the
region where screens have existed since the 17th century. Cielo is designed to create naturally
cross ventilated spaces that are sheathed in response to the climate. The lifecycle carbon
footprint is reduced substantially by a design that includes an entire solar panel roof and water
harvesting and recycling, as well as a screened envelope to mitigate heat gain and reduce air-
conditioning costs.
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Architect Sanjay Puri Architects Lead Designers Sanjay Pur Location Nagpur, Maharashira, India Use Residential
Complete 2026 Area 3,600m* Scale 12F Design Team Ruchika Gupta, Nikita Dusing, Krishna Leela, Neha Wadodkar,
Diganta Guijaran, Chanchari Malviya Construction Company Prestige Builders Structural Consultant Patankar Consultants
Facade work Flexstone Client Prestige Photo Builders Mr, Vinay Panjwani
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Prestige University
Sanjay Puri Architects
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Situated within a 32-acre university campus, the main administration offices, along with an auditorium, seminar
halls, library, and cafeteria, form the functions of this building. As opposed to creating an imposing edifice, the
building gradually steps up from the approach direction, belying its 28 metre height becoming a multifunctional
stage. Stepped up diagonally from the northern point, the entire terrace of the five-level building is accessible to
the students and faculty of the university, transforming it into an open auditorium amidst landscape. The stepped
platforms become multiple spaces for different simultaneous activities and form an open air auditorium for large
scale events, seating 9,000 students at a time. The multiple functional spaces within are interspersed with naturally
lit landscaped courtyards, allowing indirect light to infuse the internal volumes at each level. The north lighting
and courtyards are imbibed from traditional Indian architecture, creating an energy efficient, sustainable building
with minimal dependence on artificial lighting and air conditioning. This is in response to the climate of the city,
which varies from 30°C to 40°C for 8 months of the year. Varied sectional volumes punctuated by landscape create
different experiences in each part of the building. A continuous diagonal indoor street and numerous open courts
facilitate natural ventilation within the internal spaces. The built form evokes images of stepped wells which
have existed in India for 1100 years, and which were spaces built not just to store water, but also as large social
interaction spaces to bring the community together. The Prestige University imbibes this principle, becoming
a stage for fostering social interaction and events. A total of 463 stepped platforms form a 9,000 sq.m. rooftop
garden. Some of these platforms are made wheelchair accessible. The common facilities, including a food court,
an auditorium, and the administrative offices, are located on the ground floor for easy access. The various library
components are located on the first floor, connected by a bridge over the diagonal indoor street that cuts across
the building. The common classrooms occupy the second floor, deriving light and ventilation from the various
sectional volumes and open courts. These open courts act as the spillover area for recreational activities. The
third floor houses tiered classrooms, and the fourth floor houses all of the administrative and faculty related
facilities.

The east, west, and southern sides of the building are enveloped with ventilated GFRC screens to mitigate heat
gain in response to the climate. The Prestige University is contextual to the climate of its location, resulting in an
energy efficient building that, in addition to housing numerous activities, also becomes a large open public space
with an accessible ground floor and landscaped roof.
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CREST NINE

Sanjay Puri Architects
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Architect Sanjay Puri Architects Lead Architect Sanjay Puri Location Anjarle, India Complete 2026 Gross floor area 3,100
m* Design Team Sanya Gupta, Madhavi Belsare, Akshay Chikhalkar, Payal Raut Interior Structural Consultant Epicon
Consultants Pvt, Lid, Interior Design Consultant Sanjay Puri Architects MEP consultants Epsilon Deign Consultancy Pt
Ltd. Landscape Consultant Studio Roots Suppliers Flooring (Flexstone, Simpolo), Wall finishes (Flexstone), Ceiling (Vox
India), Roof (Ashbury International), Furniture (Rejdhani Crafts, Burhani Interiors, Maitri Interiors Project Pwvt. Ltd.), Outdoor
furniture (Cane India, Loom craft), Hardware (Hafele, Dorma), Lights (Supernova Lights) RCC Contractors ACS Buildwell
LLP Civil Contractors Tanmay Mehta Interior Contractors Maitri Interiors Electrical contractor Nishi Electricals Project Pvi.
Ltd. HVAC Contractor Weather Controling Solution India Pvt. Ltd. Roof Fabrication Aadyaam Infrastructure Pvt. Ltd. Pool
Contractor Oceanic Enviro () Pv, Ltd. Client House of Abhinandan Lodha (HOABL) Photo Vinay Panjwani
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Situated on a steeply contoured hill overlooking the Ocean in Anjarle, Maharashtra, India,
Crest Nine is a community centre designed as a recreational hub for a gated villa enclave.
The site drops sharply from the approach road, allowing the building to emerge gradually
from the natural terrain, rather than sit upon it. A sweeping curvilinear form follows the
natural gradient of the land, with the entrance positioned 6 metres below the access road
level. Visitors descend via a wide staircase and a gently curving ramp that runs alongside
a sloping landscaped garden, arriving at the main circulation spine that stretches across
the length of the building. The built form transitions dramatically from a simple curvilinear
entrance facade into a sequence of parabolic volumes of varying heights. These sculpted
forms are interspersed with courtyards and landscaped pockets, creating a rhythmic
interplay of built and open spaces. The parabolic volumes house an indoor sports room,
gymnasium, restaurant, bar, and four guest bedrooms. Each space opens onto generous
curvilinear decks that frame expansive ocean views to the west. Above, a sectionally curved
roof undulates across the structure—rising prominently above primary volumes and
dipping between them to define intimate courtyard spaces. Deep overhangs extend over
the decks, providing protection from sun and monsoon rains.

At the centre, an open stairway wraps around a circular courtyard, descending to the
swimming pool level below. This lower level accommodates three pools, a health club,
and an open cafeteria connected to a large, naturally ventilated multifunctional deck.
The building employs locally sourced laterite stone for its walls, rooting the structure
materially and visually within its coastal context. Everyinternal space receives natural light,
and nearly 70% of the built areas are naturally ventilated and non-air-conditioned. The
roof structure comprises a metal framework finished with shingles. By prioritising local
materials and local contract labour, the project achieves a significantly reduced embodied
carbon footprint. Its reliance on passive cooling, natural ventilation, and daylighting further
minimises lifecycle carbon emissions. Integrated seamlessly with the existing terrain, the
community centre is perceived as a series of interconnected volumes of varying scales,
linked by landscaped open spaces that encourage social interaction and flexible use.
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Nine X Nine House
Sanjay Puri Architects
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Architect Sanjay Puri Architects Lead Architect Ar.Sanjay Puri, Ar.Nina Puri Location
GANDHINAGAR, GUJRAT, INDIA Complete 2025 Site area 3311m* Total floor
area 1,672m* Design Team Ar.Ayesha Puri, Nilesh Patel Interior design Consultant
Sanjay Puri Architects Structure Consultant Sarjan Consultants Landscape Design
Studio 242 (Mr. Shivans Singh) MEP consultants Maheshwari Consuttants Suppliers
Windows (Torfenster Systems (India) Pvt. Lid), Paint (ICA Pidiite, Asian Paints),
Bathroom Fixtures (Hans Grohe), Kitchen fitings (Poliform), Furniture (Defurn), Marble
(RK Marbles), Veneer (Space One Veneers), Lights (Lafit Lighting) Carpentry Design
Works Studio (Mr. Kailash) Painting Bharat Paint Works Client Mr, Dharam Chudasma
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The entry to the plot is located between a large cluster of trees on the northwestern corner,
revealing the house slowly as one moves inside, from the gate. The location of the built
spaces towards the southern side generates a large garden on the northern side, with all the
rooms oriented towards the garden. The orientation is planned in response to the hot climate
prevalentin this location, with temperatures in excess of 35°C for most of the year, and the sun
in the southern hemisphere. The House forms a ‘T" shape in plan and section simultaneously.
Entered from the northern side, a central spine branches towards the east and west, with a
focal spiral stairway at the centre. Sectionally, the house is entered at the ground level, with
one level above and one level below. A generous sunken courtyard space on the western side
allows natural light and air to the subterranean level, linked to the ground level garden by
an open stairway along an undulating wall with a waterfall. This waterfall on the western
side, and a shallow reflecting the pool on the north-eastern side, provides passive cooling to
the spaces. Six of the existing trees onsite were retained within the sunken courtyard, and
another three on the south-eastern side. The entrance level of the house includes the common
areas, including the living room, dining room, kitchen, and guest bedroom. The upper level
houses three bedrooms for the family, each one opening up on two sides towards trees and the
garden. The subterranean level is planned with entertainment spaces and a small gallery to
house the art collection of the owners. Every space in the house opens into large cantilevered
decks that are partially sheltered and partially open, allowing these transitional spaces to be
used in different ways based upon the weather. These deep recesses serve to keep the internal
volumes cool throughout the hot summer months when temperatures can rise to 50°C.

The internal palette is minimal with white marble flooring, wood furniture, and subdued
accents throughout. The house is designed to be energy efficient, with no air conditioning
required throughout most of the year. There is ample natural light in each part, as well as
water recycling, rainwater harvesting, and the use of natural materials in the interior. The
Nine X Nine home is designed contextually to the site, retaining all of the existing trees and
buildings between them. It is responsive to the climate by reducing heat gain due to its planning

and orientation, creating spaces that merge with nature.
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