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Architect's design storytelling
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ACDF Architecture is proud to present the newly inaugurated T-A-St-Germain Library, located in downtown Saint-
Hyacinthe, Quebec. Versatile and dynamic, the new library encourages spontaneous encounters, informal exchanges,
discoveries, and self-fulfillment in @ warm and tranquil environment. Going beyond the traditional model of a library
focused on learning through reading, this 52,200 sq.ft. cultural hub offers a varied program spread over 3 floors. Key
functions include 2 multi-purpose rooms, an exhibition area, a co-working space, multimedia creation studios (FabLab),
a computer lab, a café, a terrace, and well-defined zones for children, teenagers, and adults.

[The first stone of a new waterfront corridor]

In line with the City of Saint-Hyacinthe's structuring vision to stem the exodus of merchants and residents from the
historic downtown area to new urban development hubs along major roads and highways, the City of Saint-Hyacinthe
has acquired a strategic site in the downtown core. Bordering the Yamaska River and the Barsalou Bridge, the site is
an important point of access to downtown for communities living on the west bank of the river. “The project serves as
the starting point for a major urban development project dedicated to the enhancement of the Yamaska River,” explains
ACDF President, Maxime-Alexis Frappier. “The decision was therefore made to position the new library at the heart of
the arts and culture section of the new 1.5-mile pedestrian and bicycle river corridor.”

[Preserving a healthy building]

ACDF was first commissioned to carry out an avant-garde functional program and various studies to determine whether
the existing office building, vacant for several years, would have to be demolished or completely transformed to create
a unifying and emblematic new cultural project. Drawing on its experience in transforming existing buildings, and
convinced that, in the name of the environment, architects must make every effort to keep buildings healthy, ACDF was
able to demonstrate the viability of retaining the existing building. That decision was reached despite significant, but
not insurmountable, constraints, including low floor clearance, a universal accessibility issue related to site topography
and floor positioning, uninspiring aesthetics, and a large footprint on the site that left only minimal space for outdoor
functions and parking areas.

[A sober, balanced approach]

In keeping with the desire to create an emblematic building for the city, with modest means, the architects committed
themselves to designing an architecture imbued with a certain formal and tectonic sobriety, focusing on simple
volumetric articulations, rather than considering an architectural approach focused on creating grandiose gestures
or flamboyant architectural expressions. Accordingly, the recommended approach adopts a sustainable vision of
architecture by rehabilitating a modest 1987 postmodern building located in the heart of Saint-Hyacinthe's historic
district. Rather than demolishing the existing building, which was still very sound, or proposing a complete replacement
of its envelope, which was still in very good condition, ACDF proposed a dual mindset approach combining pragmatism
and creativity. Clad in a whitish glass skin that acts as a beacon in the evening landscape, the extension stands out
subtly from the existing building, without imposing itself on the space. Its volumetric sobriety and glass envelope, with
modules similar to those of the existing building, create a coherent whole. The result is a well-balanced integration
that bears witness to the architectural frugality initially sought, and which responsibly addresses the environmental

challenges that the world currently faces.
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1st Floor Plan 2nd Floor Plan

3rd Floor Plan
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